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 I must be honest; I have had a difficult time trying to figure out what time it is 
ever since the time change last month. If you are anything like me, I would bet that numer-
ous times over the last several weeks you, too, had to glance at your phone or at your 
watch to make sure that you were on time. Time is so important to us all! 

When many of us were in grade school, we spent a lot of time trying to learn how 
to tell time. Some of you are at a disadvantage because you have grown up in the digital 
age and clocks now tell us what time it is. We no longer have to tell time. Time tells us. 

Back when I was in school (when we had to walk to school in the snow, uphill 
both ways – okay so I never walked to school), we had to make our own little clocks and 
learn how to tell time. We were first given a paper plate. Next, we were given one of those 
little brass brackets -- remember the ones that were always handed out at Vacation Bible 
School and were always an essential part of almost any craft that we made? Next, we were 
then given instructions to cut out the hands of the clock and make sure one was long and 
one was short. And finally, we attached all of that to the paper plate and wrote the 12 
numbers around the outside of the plate. The teacher would then call out a time, and we 
would have to quickly move the hands around and show her that we could tell time. We 
had to put the big hand and the little hand in the right places. The teacher would walk 
around and embarrass us if we couldn’t tell the exact time. All my friends would laugh at 
me because I wasn’t very good at telling time. Some still question my ability to tell time.                                  
 A parishioner at a previous church used to time my sermons by placing a mint in 
his mouth to tell him what time it was. He figured that the mint would melt within fifteen 
or twenty minutes – telling him when I should be finished. The man sat in the back of the 
sanctuary and would often get restless or signal me when he had finished with his mint.  
One Sunday, I ran out of material and had to fill in with more illustrations before he sig-
naled me. Needless to say, he had put a button in his mouth that Sunday. Learning how to 
tell time is very important. 

When we grow up and get a little older, we soon realize that the easiest thing to 
do is to tell time -- the hardest thing to do is to know “what time it is”.  Knowing “what 
time it is” is an entirely different question. “What time is it?” Is this a time to speak, or is 
this a time to be quiet? Is it the time to make a stand, or is it the time to sit and wait? Is it a 
time for action or a time for patience? The writer of Ecclesiastes asked this question a long 
time ago, reminding us that one of the most important things to know is “what time it is”. 

Are we simply telling time – or trying to decide where the little hand and big hand 
are pointing -- or even allowing time itself to tell us what time it is -- or are we asking the 
question, “What time is it?” and trying to find our place within it? A faithful response in-
vites us to answer the question, “What time is it?” 

The familiar words in the third chapter of Ecclesiastes answer the question and 
remind us that all of life is seasonal…that life is constantly changing from one extreme to 
the other: love and hate; war and peace; and birth and death. No matter how hard we try 
to press stop or pause time -- to keep things the same or the “way things have always 
been” -- we can’t avoid the fact that the pendulum of life is constantly swinging. Change is 
a part of life; change is a part of who we are. 

The writer seeks to speak to everyone and proclaims that all of life is seasonal --
acknowledging the many different periods that we can find in ourselves. We can’t change 
the seasons of life – whether we believe that those times have been pre-determined or 
not -- but he wants us to know that we can make decisions that will affect how we live 

“What Time Is It?” 



 

 

Prayer Quilt Ministry 

 The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an 
important part of Epworth’s Outreach 
Ministry, giving hope and love to persons 
in a time of need or praise for special 
events. You are invited to join in the fel-
lowship and creative art of quilt making. 
The joy happens when someone receives 
a quilt. Often, stories return of how it 
changed, or gave comfort to the receivers 
by knowing they are not alone during a 
hard time. Our days and times are as fol-
lows: 

1st Saturday of the month  
11:00 am—2:00 pm 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
4:00 pm—6:00 pm                                                      

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
4:00 pm—6:00 pm  

A white rose was placed on the altar during 
worship in celebration of the life of the fol-
lowing individuals:   

 Elizabeth “Ann” Eckstein died on Febru-
ary 27, 2018. She was the sister of 
Joyce Eckstein. 

 Jeff Thomas died on March 8, 2018. He 
was the son-in-law of Jed and Linda 
Middleton. 

 Bill Hoffman died on March 10, 2018. 
He was the father of Doug (Jan) Hoff-
man. 

 Don Zeisler died on March 17, 2018. He 
was the husband of Marie Zeisler 

We remember their families in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

White Roses 

Pastoral Visits  

and Holy Communion 

 Rev. Hoffman visits regularly with 
persons who cannot always make it to 
church, as well as those who are residents 
at assisted living and extended care facili-
ties. Often these requests come from indi-
viduals themselves and sometimes from 
family members. If you would like Rev. 
Hoffman to visit and to bring Holy Com-
munion, please call the Church Office, and a 
visit will be scheduled. 

Hospitalized?  Having Surgery?  Need 
Pastoral Care?  Please contact the church 
office at 740-387-8344 or call Rev. 
Hoffman directly at 614-949-7570 so that 
we may be attentive to your needs. 
(NOTE: The hospitals are no longer 
allowed to notify the church when 
anyone is admitted; therefore, it is up to 
the family to let us know if this happens.) 

LEAPIN’ OUTREACH MINISTRY  
April Focus 

 This important ministry helps 
people in need in the Marion area. All 
personal needs items donated by 
Epworth members support this ministry. 
The focus item for April is laundry soap. 
Place items in the basket outside the 
church office near the food pantry items. 
Thanks for making a difference!  

Children’s Council 

There will be a Children’s Council Meeting 

on Sunday, April 8 at 9:15am. 

within those seasons. We have the freedom to make choices.   
One of the things that can affect how we live in the changing seasons of life is to know that God’s love for us is not seasonal. This 

is probably one of the most important assertions that we can make…that even though we have come to expect that life will change, God’s 
love for us and others is constant and never changing. Regardless of what happens to us or separates us from one another, nothing can 
separate us from God’s love expressed to us through the life, ministry, death, resurrection, and example of Christ, and that love for us nev-
er runs out. Knowing, believing, and understanding this can help us to find reasons to give thanks in all of the seasons of our lives. May it 
be so!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 Happy Easter!  -- David 

Attention Ladies! 

 Just in case you thought you 
missed it – you have NOT!!! The United 
Methodist Women will be leading the Wor-
ship Service on Sunday, May 13th, and, as is 
the custom, a Women’s Chorus will be sing-
ing. I know that some of you ladies love to 
sing, but your busy schedules do not allow 
time to sing in the choir. This is a short-
term commitment, and the rehearsals are 
on Sundays – right after the 10:30 service.   
We will begin rehearsing on Sunday, April 
15. I hope that many of you in the congre-
gation will join the ladies from the Choir to 
sing for this service. Please see Pat Murphy, 
Choir Director, if you have any questions.    



 

 

Thank You 

WisdomKeepers 

Membership and Nurture   

The Membership and Nurture Committee 
will meet on Thursday, April 5, at 5:30 pm 
in the Parlor. Please contact Ruth Coldwell 
at 740-360-5369 if you are unable to 
attend. 

 Thank you to all of the quilters who 
made a beautiful prayer quilt for our son, 
Arthur Armendariz. We are so grateful to 
those who have prayed for our sweet baby 
boy. Arthur is home from Children’s Hospi-
tal and is doing wonderful! Please continue 
to pray for Arthur. Thank you for your min-
istry—it was a thoughtful surprise.                                                        
 Many thanks,                        
 Sarah and Gabe Armendariz 

 WisdomKeepers will meet on 
Thursday, April 5, 2018 at 11:30am in Fel-
lowship Hall. Rev. David Hoffman will lead 
us with devotions, communion and hymns, 
followed by lunch. We will continue to cele-
brate Easter on Thursday. Shall we call it 
Easter Thursday? Please come for fun and 
fellowship. The elevator door will be open 
at 10:30am. If you would like transportation 
to this event, please call the church office at 
740-387-8344. 

BE PATIENT;                                                              
GOD ISN'T FINISHED WITH US, YET! 

          Chapel Hill House will be hosting their 
annual Spring Community Work Day on 
Saturday, May 5th from 9 am to 2 pm. We 
invite all those who would like to share the 
opportunity to prepare the outdoor areas 
of the cabin and the woods for our opening 
season. Our day's work will involve every-
thing from carrying wood, painting picnic 
tables, to hauling stone, and cleaning the 
playground area. All ages, individuals, 
groups, and talents are welcome, but 
please be cautious of small children attend-
ing as there will be large machinery used 
that day. A light lunch will be served to 
nourish all of the generous souls who have 
given their time to help families with chil-
dren dealing with cancer. It's amazing how 
much fun hard work can be when we all 
work together for such a wonderful 
cause. Bring a pair of work gloves and may-
be a pair of boots! This year is the 15th anni-
versary of Chapel Hill house and we want to 
make it extra special for the dedication and 
open house of the new treehouse to be 
held the next day on Sunday, May 6th. For 
more information about Chapel Hill House 
visit www.chapelhillhouse.org    Although 
signing up is not necessary, we would like 
to have an idea as to the number attending 
so we can be sure to have enough food. 
Please call Annie Joseph at 740-360-4273. 
Thank you! God bless you all! 

Chapel Hill House Work Day 

Boy Scout Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 

Sponsored by Boy Scout Troop 3 

When: Saturday, April 21, 4:00 - 8:00 pm    

Where: Epworth UMC Fellowship Hall 

Cost: $5.00 per person 

Menu: spaghetti with your choice of pasta 
sauce or meat sauce; salad; green beans; 
garlic bread; and coffee, tea, or water. 
There will be a dessert bar for a donation. 

All proceeds will go to fund our Boy Scout 
summer camp scholarships and the new 
tent fund. 

 Thank you to all the G1 Mem-
bers and their families for helping me 
celebrate my birthday during our March 
11th gathering! The cards, gifts, cupcakes, 
cakes, ice cream, texts, and balloons 
made my day special.  I wouldn’t have 
wanted to spend it with anyone else!                                 
                Thank you!!                          
  Molly 

Spaghetti Supper 

http://www.chapelhillhouse.org


 

 

Vacation Bible School                                                  

Epworth UMC VBS 

June 11—15  

9:00 am—11:45 am 

Grades:                                        

Preschool—6th Graders 

All are welcome! 

Register online at: 

: https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/

epworth2018/                                   
or  

complete the form below 

Epworth UMC VBS 

(register online or fill out this form) 

             https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/epworth2018/                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Child’s Name: ________________________________________ 

Date of Birth:      /        /          Age:  ________Grade Completed: _______ 

Gender:  Male     Female 

Parent’s Name: ____________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

City: __________________  State: _________ Zip: _________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Name: ___________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Phone: ___________________________________ 

Special Needs/Allergies: _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Person responsible for picking up at VBS: _______________________ 

Phone number: ____________________________________________ 

Relationship to child: ________________________________________ 

T-shirt size:   XS   S   M    L     XL     Adult  S     Adult M    Adult L  Adult XL

($7.00 each) 

Do you agree to allow photos of your children to be used in church                      

presentations or promotional materials? 

Yes No 

If you have any VBS questions, please 

contact Alycia at alyorcena@gmail.com  

or contact the church office at 740-387-

8344. 

https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/epworth2018/
https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/epworth2018/
https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/epworth2018/
mailto:alyorcena@gmail.com


 

 

G1 Youth Group News                                                        United Methodist Women-Women in Action 

 Thanks to all the volunteers who helped make our Stamp, Scrap, and Craft event 
a success. This day requires a lot of help, but is a fun day and a great way to get new peo-
ple into our church building. All the money raised goes to help the many missions that 
UMW supports. We always welcome anyone who wants to share in any event, and we 
have several coming up that will involve many women of Epworth: 
 Spring Fling is Monday, May 7th at 6:30. Shary Williamson will be sharing her 
Woodland Elves books and the experience of becoming a published author. Bring all the 
women closest to you for this fun event. Children will love this program! The menu is 
honey-glazed chicken, mashed potatoes, green beans, coleslaw and jello salads, and des-
sert. Tickets will be available in the church office and on Sunday mornings beginning in 
mid-April. 
 May 11-12 is the Women's Retreat at Our Lady of the Pines in Fremont. The 
theme this year is "Finding Your SHAPE". If you haven't been to a retreat yet, you don't 
know what you are missing! A registration form is included in this newsletter. Fill it out 
and drop it off in the church office as soon as possible! More information is on the UMW 
bulletin board in the hall and in this newsletter. 
 May 13th is a special day! Not only is it Mother's Day, but this year, it is also 
United Methodist Women Sunday. Melissa Hoffman will be delivering the message, and 
women will be involved in the leadership of the service. The Women's Chorus will also 
sing this day, so there are many ways for women to participate in this service. 
                                                                                              - - Carole Agler, UMW President 

Camping Updates! 

 We are pleased to announce 
camp scholarship opportunities for Ep-
worth children, youth, and families. We 
are able to offer up to a $125.00 scholar-
ships to any person interested in attend-
ing one of the West Ohio United Meth-
odist church summer camps. Camp 
Otterbein offers a special weekend fami-
ly camp on June 22-24, and we will offer 
each Epworth family who wishes to 
attend a scholarship of $250.00. There 
are a variety of other camps including a 
one-day (non overnight) camp, week- 
long themed camp, week-long 
‘traditional’ church camp, and family 
camping opportunities. We hope that 
you will consider registering for one of 
these fun camps. Please contact Alycia 
Orcena, Director of Ministries with Chil-
dren and Families at                                          
aorcena@epworthumc.org or call the 
church office 740.387.8344 for more 
information.  

Let Leapin’ Outreach help you with your Spring cleaning this year. 

On Sunday, April 15th (One Day Only) before and after church,              

the Mission Committee will be on hand                                                       

to take your donations in the church parking lot. 

We will be collecting clothing, shoes, blankets, and towels. 

Clothing and shoes are needed for all ages from infants-adults. 

Bring your items with you to church on April 15th, and items will be   
taken directly to Leapin’ Outreach. 

The  Mission Committee and Leapin’ Outreach  

thank you for your help! 

 As we enter the final quarter of the 
school year, our G1 members are busier 
than ever! Congratulations to Grant Middle 
School Addams Family Musical members 
Paige Powers, Carter Rawlins, and Katie 
Shoaf. Also, congratulations to Pleasant 
High School Beauty and the Beast cast 
members Alyson Hoffman and Andrea Hoff-
man. Both musicals were excellent and it 
was great to see this side of our youth 
members! 

 

April Dates -  

April 8th 5pm - 7pm 

April 22nd 5pm - 7pm 

**Saturday May 5 TBD Chapel Hill House 
Community Work Day** 

May 6th 5pm - 7pm 

May 20th 5pm - 7pm 

mailto:aorcena@epworthumc.org


 

 

Women’s Retreat—May 11-12, 2018 

Our Lady of the Pines, Fremont, Ohio 

Retreat Leader: Kathy Swanger 

Theme: “Finding Your SHAPE”  

We are all made in the image of God.                                                                               
We are all God's masterpieces.   
Each one of us was created to be our own unique self.                                                 
We were all created to be who we are and to do what we do.                                
So, what makes you uniquely you? 
What is your signature presence?                                                                                    
Join us for fun, fellowship, and learning while we each discover our SHAPE. 

 

“Finding Your SHAPE” 
 

A weekend of fellowship, study, singing, and cooperative games.                                                              
A Retreat at Our Lady of the Pines in Fremont, OH for the Women of Epworth, May 11-12, 2018                                     

Retreat Leader: Kathy Swanger 
 
  REGISTRATION: 
  Name:_________________________________________________ 
  Address:_______________________________________________ 
  Preferred Telephone:_______________Email:_________________ 
 
  My Arrival Time (Please check) 
  ___I am available to leave Marion at 11:00 Friday morning in order to enjoy a restaurant lunch. 
  ___ I will be arriving on Friday evening in time for pizza & salad at 6:00 p.m. 
  ___ I will have dinner on my own and will arrive in time for the 7:00 p.m. Friday session. 
  ___ I am available to drive others to Our Lady of the Pines.  Please contact me. 
  ___ I would like to ride with others.  Please contact me. 
  My Special Needs: 
  ___ I have specific dietary needs: ____________________________________________ 
  ___ I have mobility needs: __________________________________________________ 
  ___ Other needs: __________________________________________________________ 
  I would like to contribute: 
  ___ a salad for Friday dinner                           ____ a snack to share 
  ___ a $ contribution towards a retreat scholarship to help another woman attend 
  ___ a $ contribution toward the cost of Friday night pizza 
  Emergency Contact Information: 
  Name ___________________________________ Phone number_____________________ 
 
  Cost: 
  Single Room (1 twin bed) with private bath = $105 (8 rooms available)   $______________ 
  Single Room (1 twin bed) with bath down the hall = $85                        $_____________ 
  Meals included (Friday night pizza, Saturday breakfast and lunch). 
                                  Check # ________                          Amount    $_____________ 
  “Finding Your SHAPE” is sponsored by United Methodist Women-Women in Action, for all                             
  Epworth Women. Space is limited.  Early registration is appreciated.       
         Please make checks payable to Epworth UMW.                                                                                                                                          
  Turn in checks and registration form to the church office by Friday, April 20, 2018.                                                                                         
  Please note: Our Lady of the Pines is a non-smoking facility. 



 

 

Preschool/Daycare 

 Our annual Art Fair will be April 
16th – 23rd. Please take time to walk the 
hallways for a glimpse at all of the artwork 
the students here at Epworth PSDC have 
been working on all year! During the Art 
Fair, also step into the Parlor to check out 
the Scholastic Book Fair! The Book Fair will 
be open from April 15th – April 22nd. We will 
need volunteers to help man the cash regis-
ter and keep the book fair running smooth-
ly throughout the week. If you are interest-
ed in working during the week, or a Sunday 
before/after church, please let Page Gustin 
know by emailing her at                                             
pgustin@epworthumc.org or putting a note 
in her church mailbox.                                                         
 We are also excited for Preschool 
& Daycare Sunday! This year on April 22nd, 
we will have a combined service honoring 
our Preschool & Daycare students, teach-
ers, and families. We welcome you to join 
us afterward for  brunch, where a love 
offering will be taken to benefit the PSDC. If 
you would like to be a part of any of this 
month’s activities, or are interested in oth-
er volunteering opportunities, please see 
Page.  

ART FAIR 

APRIL 16—23 

BOOK FAIR 

APRIL 15—22  

Dinner and a Family/Grown Up Movie 

Friday, April 27th at 6:00pm 

Potluck 

Sometimes the world can be a cruel place, 
but when you have the love of your family 
and a friend or two, you can rise above. I 
WONDER what this movie will be?  

 

Dinner and a Family/Grown Up Movie 

Friday, May 18th, at 6:00pm 

Potluck 

Have you every wanted to run away and 
join the circus?  This movie will give you 
an idea of what it might be like if you 
owned your own circus. The movie is 
loosely based on a famous ringmaster. 
Come for the fellowship, leave singing a 
show tune or two. 

mailto:pgustin@epworthumc.org
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