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“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”  

 A traveler was walking along when he came upon a small village. As the sun was 
going down, he decided to just sleep along the roadside and enter the village in the morn-
ing. Taking his coin purse from around his neck, he found a stone nearby and hid his purse 
so no one would take it as he slept. As it turned out, a villager had spotted him hiding the 
purse. Late at night as the traveler slept, the villager returned and stole the purse. When 
the traveler awoke, the money was gone. The traveler sat down beside the road and be-
gan to weep. A crowd began to gather, curious about this traveler weeping on the edge of 
the village.  Before long, the mayor joined the crowd and inquired about the situation. He 
listened to the traveler and then asked to see the stone. The traveler walked a short dis-
tance to a round stone. 

 The mayor ordered, “Arrest that stone. Bring that thief to the town square where 
I'll convene a court.” The villagers followed the mayor and the traveler to the town square. 
Once the village elders were in place, the mayor convened the court. The mayor asked the 
stone, “What is your name?” The stone was silent. 

 The mayor leaned forward closer to the stone and demanded, “From where did 
you come?” More silence. “Well, at least tell me your age.” By this time, some of the    
villagers were casting glances at one another. Small smiles and puzzled looks were on the 
faces of the villagers.  

 The mayor pushed his face closer to the stone. “So, you don't want to speak up? 
Tell me, why were you loitering outside our village?” The villagers began to cover their 
mouths to muffle their laughter. “So, were you looking for trouble?” Some of the villagers 
could not contain themselves any longer; they let out a laugh. The mayor turned to the 
crowd and declared, “Show some respect. This is a court of law.” 

 The mayor turned back to the stone. “You will not answer my questions, so I hold 
you in contempt of court. In punishment, you will receive thirty lashes with a stick.” The 
crowd could no longer contain themselves. They could no longer contain their laughter. 
The mayor turned to the crowd, “Have you no respect for this court? I fine every one of 
you a coin a piece.” One by one the villagers came forward and dropped a coin in a bowl in 
front of the mayor. The mayor then gave the coins to the traveler and apologized for the 
crime that had been committed outside of the village. The traveler's eyes filled with tears, 
for what he had lost had been restored. 

 The mayor wished the traveler well and ordered the stone to be returned to the 
place where it was found. People talked about this trial for some time. Some thought the 
mayor acted foolishly, but most admitted the mayor acted with great wisdom. Every time 
the villagers walk past the stone, they are reminded that they share the burdens of one 
another and all who pass their way.  

 Our faith reminds us that there are no bystanders in this life. We all know the 
right thing to do. We know deep in our hearts that we are all connected to one another as 
neighbors, and together, we are to share the burdens of one another, as we pass along 
each other’s way in our hurting and broken world. May it be so!  -- David 

Sharing in Others’ Burdens 



 

 

The following members and friends of 
Epworth UMC have received a prayer quilt 
and our prayers: 

 Scott Hodges for healing, strength,   
comfort, and peace of mind; 

 Ciera Robertson for strength and 
guidance. 

Those wishing to request a prayer quilt for 
themselves, a family member, a friend, or 
a neighbor, may contact the Church Office. 

Prayer Quilts Prayer Quilt Ministry 

 The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an 
important part of Epworth’s Outreach 
Ministry, giving hope and love to persons 
in a time of need or praise for special 
events. You are invited to join in the fel-
lowship and creative art of quilt making. 
The joy happens when someone receives 
a quilt. Often, stories return of how it gave 
comfort to the receivers, allowing them to 
know that they are not alone. Our days 
and times are as follows: 

1st Saturday of the month  
11:00 am—2:00 pm 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
4:00 pm—6:00 pm                                                      

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
4:00 pm—6:00 pm  

A white rose was placed on the altar during 
worship in celebration of the life of the fol-
lowing individuals:   

 John Evans, the father of Pat (Carl)    
Telfer, died on June 24, 2019. 

 Ann Hill, the wife of Jim Hill and sister 
of John McDaniel, Sr., died on June 28, 
2019.  

We remember their families in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

White Roses 

Choir Rehearsals 

Pastoral Visits  

and Holy Communion 

 Rev. Hoffman visits regularly with 
persons who cannot always make it to 
church, as well as those who are residents 
at assisted living and extended care facili-
ties. Often these requests come from indi-
viduals themselves and sometimes from 
family members. If you would like Rev. 
Hoffman to visit and to bring Holy Com-
munion, please call the Church Office, and a 
visit will be scheduled. 

Hospitalized?  Having Surgery?  Need 
Pastoral Care?  Please contact the church 
office at 740-387-8344 or call Rev. 
Hoffman directly at 614-949-7570 so that 
we may be attentive to your needs. 
(NOTE: The hospitals are no longer 
allowed to notify the church when 
anyone is admitted; therefore, it is up to 
the family to let us know if this happens.) 

LEAPIN’ OUTREACH CENTER  
August Focus 

 This important outreach center 
helps people in need in the Marion area. 
All personal needs items donated by 
Epworth members support this outreach 
center. The focus item for August is dish 
soap. Place items in the basket outside 
the church office near the food pantry 
items. Thanks for making a difference!  

Godly Play 

The next Godly Play Meeting will be on 
Sunday, August 25th after the 10:30 am 
service. 

 While we are enjoying the special 
musical offerings that our talented musi-
cians are presenting this summer, I am 
getting things organized for the return of 
the choirs in the Fall. The Chancel Choir will 
begin rehearsing on Wednesday, August 
29th. Any adult or high school-aged singer 
who would like to sing in the Chancel Choir 
is welcome to join us. This group rehearses 
every Wednesday from 7:00 pm until     
approximately 8:30 pm. It is a great oppor-
tunity to use your musical gift and enjoy fun 
and fellowship as we prepare music for 
worship. Look at your schedule and check 
to see if you have the time to make this 
commitment. Please see me if you have an 
interest in participating in the Chancel 
Choir. The first Sunday back in the loft is 
September 8th.                                                           
      Thanks so much!                                     
Pat Murphy, Director of Chancel Choir and 
Chancel Bells 
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WisdomKeepers 

Preschool/Daycare 

Membership and Nurture   

 The Membership and Nurture 
Committee will meet on Thursday, August 
8, at 6:00 pm in the Parlor. Please contact 
Ruth Coldwell at 740-360-5369 if you are 
unable to attend. 

   WisdomKeepers will meet on Thursday, 
August 1, 2019 at 11:30am in Fellowship 
Hall. 
   We will gather for devotions and singing 
hymns followed by lunch.                                  
   Please remember to bring any items you 
are willing to donate towards the Festival of 
Sharing: emergency flood buckets, hygiene 
kits, or school kits.  
   Please call the church office at 740-387-
8344 if you are in need of transportation. 
The elevator door will be open at 10:30am.                                                                            
 

   BE PATIENT,                                                                 
GOD ISN'T FINISHED WITH US YET!!! 

 UMW invite you to join their 
monthly card-making ministry class on 
Monday, August 5th from 2:00 pm-4:00 
pm in Room 113. Help us as we make 
cards to send to homebound members, 
college students, etc., and take a card 
home with you. You do not need to be 
crafty or bring anything except your will-
ingness to have fun and learn something 
new! 

Card Making Ministry 

Knitting for Peace 

 Knitted items will be collected for 
Knitting for Peace through Sunday, August 
4th. The items will be blessed during wor-
ship on August 4th. I appreciate all of your 
hard work. Finished items can be dropped 
off to the church office. Monetary dona-
tions are appreciated to help with shipping.                                                                     
  Thank you!                               
  Jackie Mitchell 

On Sunday, August 18th, we would like 

to bless ALL teachers, administrators, 

school staff, and students- - preschool 

through graduate school. Bring your 

‘backpack’ to church and receive a back 

to school blessing at the 8:30 am or the 

10:30 am service. 

Bring Your Backpack 

We need YOU! 

 Epworth Preschool & Daycare will be parking 

cars in Epworth's parking lot during the Popcorn Festival 

as a fundraiser on Friday, September 6th and Saturday,  

September 7th. Please consider signing up for a time 

slot. Then, when you come to the festival, park in our 

parking lot and support Epworth Preschool & Daycare.  

  Time slots needing to be filled are listed to the 

right. If you would like to help, please complete the 

form and return it to Epworth Preschool and Daycare. 

Contact Dessiree at dthomas@epworthumc.org,          

740-361-7521 or 740-387-1062 to find out which time 

slots have been filled and which are still available. 

  Your help is greatly appreciated! Thank you in 

advance for your help and support of Epworth                       

Preschool and Daycare. 

 

  Parking - Marion Popcorn Festival at EUMC Lot 

       I/we can help park cars at the following times:  

       Friday (9/6) 4:00-6:30pm _____________________ 

       Friday (9/6) 6:30pm-9:00pm ___________________ 

       Saturday (9/7) 3:00pm-5:00pm_________________ 

       Saturday (9/7) 5:00pm-7:00pm_________________ 

       Saturday (9/7) 7:00pm-9:00pm_________________ 

  

Name(s) ___________________________________ 

 

Phone Number _____________________________ 



 

 

Boy Scout Troop 3 

To our family and friends at Epworth UMC— 

 Troop 3, Epworth UMC, recently spent the week at summer camp at the beautiful Seven Ranges Scout Reservation in Stark               

County. We were there from June 30th to July 6th. 

 Without the generous support of groups and individuals, an experience like this might not be possible for some of these boys. 

 We would like to thank: The United Methodist Women’s Group; Children’s Council; and the Come Join Us Class for their generous 

support. Your contributions to our scholarship fund make such an impact in the lives of these fine young Scouts! Character building is what 

this program is all about, and as these young men witness the kindness and generosity of others, I know they will make every effort to          

deserve the grace that is bestowed upon them. 

 During the week, we faced a few challenges. We survived a powerful storm Tuesday that blew over several tents, and even ripped 

one in two! Also, we had a few unexpected guests in our site...a vicious chipmunk, a twenty-two inch corn snake, and even a black and 

white “country kitty”… 

 Nine boys earned a total of 27 merit badges during the week, and four boys even earned enough for rank advancement! It was a 

very productive week. They all shared in the responsibilities of cleaning our campsite, the adjoining program area, the latrine, and even 

took turns serving as a dining hall waiter and campsite cook when we would have meals at our campsite.  

 In addition to the aforementioned groups, Troop 3 would also like to thank: Rev. David Hoffman; Scoutmaster Aaron Breece,   

Assistant Scoutmaster Erick Felt; Assistant Scoutmaster John Caudill; Assistant Scoutmaster Joshua Nutter; and Troop Committee Chair 

Holli Meade for all of their tireless efforts in getting these boys to camp and taking a week’s vacation (and in some cases a week off un-

paid!) in order to provide this opportunity for the Scouts of Troop 3. 

 We are currently gearing up for the next few campouts and looking forward to September when we will once again help to host 

the Wings-n-Wheels Fly-In at the Marion Municipal Airport. We are currently accepting donations of Ice Mountain bottled water that will 

be sold by the Scouts during the event. Donations may be dropped off anytime at Epworth. 

 Once again, thank you to all who make this program possible. As many of you have seen in the coffee shop on Sunday mornings, 

Scouting at Epworth is a 92 year tradition and has touched the lives of countless youth since 1927. There have been 69 boys who have  

achieved the rank of Eagle Scout here at Epworth, and there are currently six boys at the Life rank who should attain Eagle within the next 

year. 

  If you have any questions about Scouting, or would like to help out or donate anything, feel free to contact Scoutmaster Aaron 

Breece at 740-262-5977, or by email at aaronb642@gmail.com.  

                                                                                                              - - Boy Scout Troop 3 



 

 

 All trips are escorted and led by Pastor David Hoffman and/or Alycia Orcena and open to        
Epworth members, guests, friends, and family. Unless otherwise noted, your ticket price is all inclusive 
and includes transportation on a luxury coach, entrance fees, driver tip, and an afternoon snack. (Meals 
are on your own)                                                                                                                     

  Monday, August 12th - Summer Mystery Trip!  Back by popular demand is the summer mystery trip! 
We will explore Ohio history as we travel back through time enjoying all of the things summertime in 
Ohio has to offer. Ticket price is $79.00. $25.00 deposit holds your space.                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Mark your calendars for the following fall trips: (for all trips, a $25.00 deposit will hold your space)                                                                                 
Friday, September 20th - First Ladies Tour                                                                                                                                                 
Tuesday, October 15th - Sweet Stops of Ohio                                                                                                                                                
Thursday, November 7th - Wild West or Home on the Range?                                                                                                                
Monday, December 2nd - Christmas Mystery Tour  

Epworth Summer Trip— August 

   Summer Mystery Trip (Monday, August 12th)  $79.00 

Total Amount Enclosed: _________________    

Please circle one:           senior admission (60+)                general admission (18-59) 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ State: ____________________ Zip: ______________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to Epworth UMC with Epworth Travelers in the subject line 

Return form and payment to: Alycia Orcena, Epworth UMC, 249 E. Center St, Marion, Ohio 43302                    

Questions? Call 740.387.8344 or email: aorcena@epworthumc.org 

Old Fashioned Hot Dog Roast  

 You are invited to a Church-wide Old Fashioned Hot Dog 

Roast on Sunday, August 25th at Chapel Hill House. The church will 

gather at Chapel Hill House beginning at 5:00pm. Chapel Hill 

House is located at 3892 Morral Kirkpatrick Rd. West and is 4 miles 

west of US Rte. 23 and ¼ mile west of the village of Morral. We 

will begin eating promptly at 5:30pm. You are invited to bring a 

friend, a lawn chair, a small side dish or snack, and your own soft 

drinks or bottled water. Hot dogs, buns, table service, and fixings 

for s’mores will be provided. Come tour Chapel Hill House, roam 

the grounds, sit around the campfire, and join in fun and                    

fellowship!   

https://maps.google.com/?q=3892+Morral+Kirkpatrick+Rd.+West&entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

Emergency Cleanup Buckets  enable people to 

manage the overwhelming job of cleaning up after 

a flood, hurricane, tornado, or other disaster here 

in the United States.                                                                                                     

Supplies needed: 

 One five gallon bucket with re-sealable lid (if 

bucket has been used, clean well; but do not use if 

it has held chemicals of any kind) 

 Four scouring pads 

 Seven sponges, including one large 

 One scrub brush 

 Eighteen reusable cleaning towels (e.g. Easy 

Wipes) 

 One 50 oz. or two 25 oz. bottle(s) only—liquid 

laundry detergent 

 One 16-28 oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant dish 

soap 

 One 12-16 oz. bottle of liquid household cleaner 

that can be mixed with water (no spray bottles) 

 One package of 48-50 clothespins 

 Clothesline (two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.) 

 Five dust masks 

 Two heavy duty waterproof/dishwashing gloves 

 One pair work gloves-cotton with leather palm 

or all leather 

 24-28 heavy duty or contractor type 30-45 gal-

lon trash bags on a roll and removed from carton  

 One 6 to 9 oz. bottle of non-aerosol insect repel-

lent 

All cleaning items must be new; all liquid items 

must be capped and securely tightened. Place all 

items into the bucket, making sure they are 

packed securely to avoid damage during ship-

ment. Snap the lid on tightly and seal with packing 

tape.                                                                                                    

Value: $75     Processing cost: $3 per Kit 

ASSEMBLING KITS                                                                                                                                                                    
All items must be new.                                                                                                                                                             
No additional items should be added to the kits.                                                                                                              
Do not include personal notes, artwork, checks, or cash.                                                                                                                   
Do not decorate kits and components with religious or governmental symbols.                                                              
View kit assembly videos at cwskits.org.  

Hygiene Kits make all the difference between 

sickness and health for struggling families.                                                         

Supplies needed: 

  One hand towel measuring approximately 

15x28 to 16x32 (no fingertip, bath, dish towel, or 

microfiber) 

 One washcloth 

 One wide-tooth comb removed from the pack-

age 

 One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from 

the package 

 One bath size bar of soap in the wrapper 

 One toothbrush in the package 

 Ten standard size Band-Aids 

All items need to fit inside a one-gallon plastic 

zipper closure bag. Remove the excess air from 

the bag and seal before boxing. Do not add any 

extra items or toothpaste. A tube of extended 

expiration date toothpaste will be added to each 

Hygiene Kit just prior to its journey.  

Value: $15    Processing cost: $2 per Kit 

School Kits give children in impoverished communi-

ties and refugee camps some of the basic tools for 

learning.                                                                     

Supplies needed: 

 One pair of blunt scissors removed from the pack-

age (rounded tip only) 

 Three 70-count bound notebooks totaling 200-

210 pages (no loose-leaf or filler paper) 

 One 30-centimeter/12” ruler 

 One hand-held pencil sharpener removed from 

the package 

 One large eraser (no pencil cap erasers) 

 Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers 

(remove from the package) 

 One box of 24 crayons 

 One 12”x14” to 14”x17” finished size cotton or 

lightweight, kid-friendly or solid colored (no logos) 

canvas bag with cloth handles (no  reusable shop-

ping bags or backpacks) 

 All items must be packed inside of the cloth bag. 

The website myshopangel.com has affordable bag 

options for purchase. 

Value: $15   Processing cost: $2 per Kit 

CWS Kit Collection 

The United Methodist Women and the Mission 
Committee invite us to gather items and assem-
ble kits for the annual Church World Service Fes-
tival of Sharing. You may work individually, as a 
family, with co-workers, or with a small group to 
gather and assemble kits. Completed kits may be 
brought to the church on or before Sunday, 
September 8, 2019. 

Church World Service Festival of Sharing                                                 

September 14, 2019                                                    

Otterbein University,   33 Collegeview Road               

Westerville, OH 43081  

This year, we will focus on flood buckets due to the 
many areas that have had flooding and tornados. 

Our goal is to assemble 20 Emergency Cleanup Buckets, along with Hygiene Kits and School Kits. 
Please use the lists of kit items shown below. There will be a display table in the hallway outside 
of the church office with boxes (either under or next to the table). You may place any items 
which you are willing to donate into the boxes provided. This display will be in place from Au-
gust through September 8, 2019, and we will assemble the kits on September 10. For more in-
formation, visit www.fosohio.org or www.cwsglobal.org.  

   Thank you for your generosity and continued support,                                                                                

   Linda Middleton 

Festival of Sharing 
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Health and Safety: Tornado Safety 

Save these September Dates! 

Tornadoes can destroy buildings, flip cars, and create deadly flying debris.  Tornadoes are violently rotating columns of air that 
extend from a thunderstorm to the ground. Tornadoes can happen anytime and anywhere, bring intense winds (over 200 MPH), 
and look like funnels. 

IF YOU ARE UNDER A TORNADO WARNING, FIND SAFE SHELTER RIGHT AWAY 

 If you can safely get to a sturdy building, do so immediately. 

 Go to a safe room, basement, or storm cellar. 

 If you are in a building with no basement, get to a small interior room on the lowest level. 

 Stay away from windows, doors, and outside walls. 

 Do not get under an overpass or bridge.  You are safer in a low, flat location.  

 Watch out for flying debris that can cause injury or death. 

 Use your arms to protect your head and neck. 

HOW TO STAY SAFE WHEN A TORNADO THREATENS 

PREPARE NOW: 

 Know the signs of a tornado including a rotating, funnel-shaped cloud, an approaching cloud of debris,                                    
or a loud roar similar to a freight train. 

 Sign up for a community weather warning system or phone app, be familiar with the siren system in your                           
community, or get a battery operated weather radio. 

 Pay attention to weather reports. Meteorologists can predict when conditions might be right for a tornado.   

 Identify and practice going to a safe shelter. 

SURVIVE DURING: 

 Immediately go to your safe location. 

 Take additional cover by shielding your head and neck with your arms and putting materials such as furniture and 
blankets around you. 

 Listen to weather systems for current emergency information and instructions. 

 Do not try to outrun a tornado in a vehicle. 

 If you are in a car or outdoors and cannot get to a building, cover your head and neck with your arms, and cover 
your body with a coat or blanket, if possible. 

BE SAFE AFTER: 

 Keep listening to weather reports for updated information. 

 If you are trapped, cover your mouth and nose with a cloth to prevent the intake of dust, etc. Try to send a text,          
bang on a pipe or wall, or use a whistle instead of shouting. 

 Stay clear of fallen electric lines and broken gas lines.  

 Do not enter damaged buildings until you are told they are clear. 

 Save phone calls for emergencies. Use texts to communicate with family, if possible. 

 Be careful during clean-up. Wear thick-soled shoes, long pants, and work gloves. 

Source: Federal Emergency Management Administration    

                                                                                                                                 - - Jeannine Caudill 

September 2nd - Labor Day reminder - the 
church office is closed 

September 5th - Church Office closes at noon  

September 5, 6, 7—Mark your calendar for the 
annual Marion Popcorn Parade and Festival 

September 8th - Sunday School Begins 

September 8th - Rally Day 

September 15th - Children’s Council meeting         

at 9:15 am 
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