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It is with a grateful heart that the Epworth Preschool Daycare 

Board announces the hiring of Dessiree Thomas as the new 

Director for the Epworth Preschool Daycare. Dessiree, herself a 

graduate of the Epworth Preschool Daycare, brings seven years of 

early childcare experience as a preschool teacher, center director, 

and academic adviser. She holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Health and Physical Education from Heidelberg 

University. Dessiree will begin early December. She and her 

husband, Dustin, live in the Pleasant Local School District where 

her daughter, Aliyah, is a kindergartner. Please welcome 

Dessiree! There will be several opportunities to greet her as she 

starts her new position with the Preschool Daycare. Dessiree will 

have the opportunity to work with Page through the month of 

December to ensure a smooth transition. 

Welcome Dessiree! 



 

 

The following members and friends of 
Epworth UMC have received a prayer quilt 
and our prayers: 

 Mary Bailey for successful treatments 
and better health; 

 Bill Houk to heal from heart surgery 
and have a speedy recovery; 

 Emily Galloway for strength and 
healing; 

 Bette Brady for strength and health; 

 Dorris Holleman for strength and 
healing. 

   Those wishing to request a prayer quilt 
for themselves, a family member, a friend, 
or a neighbor, may contact the Church 
Office at 740-387-8344.  

Prayer Quilts Red Roses 

Prayer Quilt Ministry 

 The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an 
important part of Epworth’s Outreach 
Ministry, giving hope and love to persons 
in a time of need or praise for special 
events. You are invited to join in the fel-
lowship and creative art of quilt making. 
The joy happens when someone receives 
a quilt. Often, stories return of how it 
changed or gave comfort to the receivers 
by knowing they are not alone during a 
hard time. Our days and times are as fol-
lows: 

1st Saturday of the month  
11:00am—2:00pm 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
4:00pm—6:00pm                                                      

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
4:00pm—6:00pm  

A white rose was placed on the altar dur-
ing worship in celebration of the life of the 
following individuals:   

 Helen Hines, the sister of Dick (Janet) 
Wood, died on November 3, 2018. 

 Jay Rambo died on November 12, 
2018. 

We remember their families in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

White Roses 

A red rose was placed on the altar                
during worship to celebrate the birth of 
the following individuals: 

 Genevieve Elizabeth Tramm, daughter 
of John and Laura Tramm, was born 
on November 4, 2018. The proud 
Grandparents are Charlie and Lynn 
Garvin. 

 Kensley Grace Landon, daughter of 
Michael and Abbi Landon, was born 
on November 21, 2018. The proud 
brother is Hunter Landon. 

Pastoral Visits  

and Holy Communion 

 Rev. Hoffman visits regularly with 
persons who cannot always make it to 
church, as well as those who are residents 
at assisted living and extended care facili-
ties. Often these requests come from indi-
viduals themselves and sometimes from 
family members. If you would like Rev. 
Hoffman to visit and to bring Holy Com-
munion, please call the Church Office at 
740-387-8344, and a visit will be scheduled. 

Hospitalized?  Having Surgery?  Need 
Pastoral Care?  Please contact the church 
office at 740-387-8344 or call Rev. 
Hoffman directly at 614-949-7570 so that 
we may be attentive to your needs. 
(NOTE: The hospitals are no longer 
allowed to notify the church when 
anyone is admitted; therefore, it is up to 
the family to let us know if this happens.) 

LEAPIN’ OUTREACH MINISTRY  
December Focus 

 This important ministry helps 
people in need in the Marion area. All 
personal needs items donated by Epworth 
members support this ministry. The focus 
item for December is bath soap/body 
wash. Please place items in the basket 
outside the church office near the food 
pantry items. Thanks for making a 
difference!  

Altar Flower Sign-Up 2019                                  

 The 2019 Flower Calendar is post-
ed outside the Church Office. Sign-ups are 
on a first-come, first-serve basis. You are 
encouraged to choose flowers that accom-
pany the liturgical season. It is expected 
that two vases be provided. You are encour-
aged to take the arrangements from church 
and enjoy their beauty. Those wishing to 
have their arrangements donated to our 
homebound or nursing home residents may 
contact the Church Office. You will receive a 
reminder from the Church Office at least a 
week prior to the Sunday that you have 
signed up to provide Altar Flowers. At that 
time, you will be asked the name(s) of the 
individual(s) whom you would like to me-
morialize or honor. 



 

 

Carey Christmas Concert 

 On Sunday, December 9th, at 4:30 
p.m., several of our Chancel Choir members 
will be singing in the annual Carey Ecumeni-
cal Christmas Concert at the Basilica and 
National Shrine Of Our Lady Of Consolation 
in Carey. The address is 315 Clay Street, 
Carey. Jack Gerding, the Director of Music 
at the Shrine, and Pat Murphy serve as Di-
rectors and Ruth Coldwell is one of the ac-
companists. In addition to the choir, our 
own Epworth Brass will be playing before 
the concert and accompanying some of the 
music during the concert.                              
 Following the concert, you can 
walk across the street to the Shrine Cafete-
ria to purchase “dinner!”  The food is deli-
cious and you can enjoy fellowship time 
with friends. Several of our Epworth mem-
bers have made the trip to Carey (which is a 
straight shot up Route 23), and say they 
have truly been blessed by the music. Those 
of us involved hope that you will want to 
make this part of your annual Christmas 
celebrations. If you have any questions, 
please see Pat Murphy.  

           The Church Office will be closing at 
noon on Christmas Eve, Monday, Decem-
ber 24th.  It will be closed on Christmas 
Day and the day after Christmas, December 
25th and 26th. It will reopen on Thursday, 
December 27th at 9:30 am.  The office will 
also be closed on Tuesday January 1st and 
reopen on Wednesday, January 2nd at 9:30 
am. 

Thank You 

Christmas and New Year 

Holiday - Church Office Hours 
Christmas Caroling 

 Please join us for Christmas carol-
ing to our homebound members and 
friends on Sunday, December 16. We will 
gather in the coffee shop after the 10:30am 
worship service for a light soup lunch and 
then divide into caroling groups. It only 
takes an hour or so, and it is so appreciated 
by the people who aren’t able to come to 
church as often as they would like. All ages 
are welcome to join us! You do not have to 
be a great singer to participate. The more, 
the merrier!                                              

Please complete the back of the Friendship 
Card on Sunday, December 2 or 9 or con-
tact the church office at 740-387-8344 for 
meal planning purposes.   

If you find yourself not able to make it to 
church as often as you like, and want us to 
stop by your house to sing, please contact 
the church office at 740-387-8344, and we 
will add you to our caroling list. 

Undecorating the Church                                                

Saturday, January 5 at 9:00am  

 A sincere thank you for the beauti-
ful prayer quilt that was delivered to me 
during my recovery from surgery. The 
thought, prayers, and hard work that went 
in to making these quilts does not go unno-
ticed. The power of prayer is undeniable as 
the surgery itself was successful and recov-
ery is progressing day by day.                   
 Thank you again for such a 
thoughtful gift.                                                          
  Sincerely,                                
  Marvin Daniel 

 

Epworth UMC,                                                               
 The family of Linda Sword thanks 
you for her prayer quilt. 

Save the Date 



 

 

WisdomKeepers 

College Care Committee                                                       

 The College Care Committee 
would like to thank the members and 
friends of Epworth UMC for donating items 
for the College Care packages. Our care 
packages were filled to the top with good-
ies given with love from all of you. Our stu-
dents are so appreciative of these gifts from 
the congregation and it helps to bring a 
little bit of home to their college life. During 
the month of December, we will send our 
college students a Christmas card from the 
church which will also include a little sur-
prise that perhaps will provide a lunch or 
coffee to help them through the remainder 
of the semester. Please keep the following 
students in your prayers:  

         Hunter Boyd 

         Jonathan Green 

         Evan Hoffman 

         Alexus Holmes 

         Makayla Hopple 

         Carol King 

         Boston Osborne 

         Gavin Richards 

         Kaitlyn Spaide 

         Brendan Swihart  

WisdomKeepers will meet Thursday, Decem-
ber 6, 2018 at 11:30am for our Christmas 
Party. 
We will meet for devotions, communion, 
and singing. For December, we will enjoy 
heavy hors d'oeuvres for our lunch, as            
many of you bring one of your favorite 
Christmas Holiday delicacies to share. 
We will revisit "Tell Your Story", with more 
questions that might spur a memory you are 
willing to write about, or share your story 
with others. Do you have a special Christmas 
or Holiday memory to share? 
We invite any one of retirement age to join 
us, whether you have attended before or 
not. 
Invite a friend, and come share a time of 
fellowship and fun.  
Anyone in need of transportation may call 
the church office, 740-387-8344. Be patient, 
God isn't finished with us, YET.  

                         The 3rd Annual Mock New   
           Year’s Eve Party will be held 
           on Friday, December 28th 
           from 5:00-9:00pm. Gather in 
           Fellowship Hall for heavy  
hors d’oerves followed by games and danc-
ing. Our Mock NYE ‘ball’ will drop at 
8:00pm with dancing afterwards. This is a 
family friendly event and all are welcome. 
Bring your friends and family and ring in 
the new year a little early. 

Mock New Year’s Eve Party                                                  Reminder... 

 The Stewardship Team and the 
Finance Committee remind us that if we 
have not yet turned in our commitment 
card to the Church Office, please do so. 
Thank you for all of the ways that you 
serve and support Epworth UMC. 

Christmas Offering Envelope 

Leadership Day                                                                     

Saturday, January 12, 8:30am-12:30 pm 

As we begin to look toward the New Year, 

you are invited to mark your calendars 

now for Church Leadership Day at the 

church.  Everyone who serves on a com-

mittee of the church is invited to attend.  

This will serve as your committee’s first 

meeting of the New Year.  Thank you for 

your faithful service! 

Save the Date! 

 I am inviting you to join me in 
helping to support Leapin’ Ministries Out-
reach this Christmas. You are invited to 
use your Christmas offering envelope 
located in your box of offering envelopes 
to make a contribution to this important 
and vital ministry in our community.   



 

 

G1 Youth Group News                                                        

United Methodist Women- 

Women in Action 

Children and Family Ministry 

Christmas Party 

You are cordially invited to gather in my 

home, 3602 Dunbar Rd., Prospect, on Satur-

day, December 15th for our annual Christ-

mas Party and Open House celebrating Chil-

dren & Family ministry from 4:00p-7:00pm.                                                               

         Alycia Orcena 

Save these Dates for December! 

December 9: G1 5:00-7:00pm 

December 16: Caroling with lunch,                  
  right after church  

December 23: Christmas Party                    
  5:00-7:00pm                                     
  in youth room 

December 28: Mock NYE 5:00-9:00pm 

I hope you can all make it!                                        
Lisa West 

Paint Night! Open Studio! 

Calling all adults, youth, and children 
who like to paint! If you like to paint or 
know absolutely nothing about painting 
and have always thought those 'paint 
along classes' look fun, please consider 
joining us on Wednesday, January 2nd 
anytime between 5:00pm and 9:00pm 
(feel free to bring snacks or dinner) at 
Crooked Door Studio, 125 N Main St, 
Marysville, OH 43040. Shawnna the 
artist/owner will be available if anyone 
wants some tips and techniques for 
painting something specific OR you can 
let your creative side run wild with the 
studios supplies. The cost is $20 per per-
son for the painting. Please RSVP to Aly-
cia Orcena at 740-387-8344, ext. 12 or at 
aorcena@epworthumc.org.  

 UMW has had a busy fall, and things are not letting up yet! We have 3 events this 
month, and all women of the church are invited to any/all of them! 
 Card making ministry will meet in room 113 on Monday, December 3, from 2:00-
4:00. Please note this is a time change from previous meetings. Join us for fun and fellow-
ship!  All materials and snacks provided!  
 We will volunteer at Leapin Ministries,150 Court St., on December 13, at 9:30am. 
Meet in church parking lot or meet us there. If you have never been there, this is a great 
opportunity to check out this amazing ministry and give them a helping hand in preparing 
for Christmas! 
 ALL WOMEN are invited to our annual Christmas Party at the home of Annie Jo-
seph, 6733 Hughes Rd, Prospect, on Monday, December 10th at 6:00. Please bring a des-
sert or appetizer. In lieu of exchanging gifts, we are asking that you bring items needed at 
Turning Point. Those items are: hairbrushes, Kleenex, disinfecting wipes, Ziploc bags, 
batteries, sports bras, women's socks, women's underwear (size 5, 6), full size blankets, and 
gift cards. Thanks for your help! 
 PS.  Keep an eye out for more information regarding our brand new fundraiser in 
January! (Hint, it involves food) 
                                                                                   Carole Agler, UMW President 



 

 

Preschool/Daycare 

Christmas Eve Dinner 

 Preparations are currently under-
way for our annual Christmas Eve Dinner. 
Now is the time to plan how you and your 
family can share the spirit and wonder of the 
season, as we once again welcome our 
neighbors for dinner on Christmas Eve. It 
takes the coordinated effort of many hands 
to prepare and serve dinner to our 350+ 
guests. Though most of the activity happens 
between 10 am and 7 pm on December 24, 
there are many things to be done in the days 
leading up to Christmas Eve. For 32 years, 
this annual event has been an important 
Christmas tradition for our Epworth family. 
We hope that you will choose to make it a 
part of your Christmas tradition this year, as 
well. Please use the form to the right to indi-
cate how you would like to help, and return 
it in the offering plate or to the Church 
Office. 

Christmas Eve Dinner Volunteer Form 

    I (we) would like to help: 

⃝ Clean-up (during and after dinner) 

⃝ Providing 2 dozen homemade cookies (to the church kitchen by 10 am 

on December 24) 

⃝ Preparing plates of cookies at church (10 am on December 24) 

⃝ Cooking and other kitchen tasks (help is needed a few days before and 

all day on December 24) 

⃝ Serving our guests at the Christmas Eve dinner 

⃝ I want to help but need more information. Please contact me. 

    Name(s): __________________________________________ 

 

    Phone #: __________________________________________ 

 

    Email: _____________________________________________  

 

Please return this form to the church office if you can volunteer. Thank you! 

I would like to volunteer unloading the truck and preparing greenery for the PSDC 

fundraiser on Friday, December 7, 2018. 

_____ I can work from 9am – 11am (unpacking & sorting)  

_____ I can work from 11am – 1pm (assembling & sorting)  

_____ I can work from 5pm – 6:30pm (packing away for the 

night) 

_____ I am willing to deliver greenery orders to church members who cannot pick up 

on this date. 

The PSDC appreciates your willingness to support us and help 
with our activities/fundraisers. Please return the form below to 
the church office if you can volunteer. Thank you! 



 

 

Health and Safety 

 Millions of people fall each year including one in four people over the age of 65. One out of five falls (over 800,000 a 
year) causes a serious injury such as a broken bone (wrist, arm, ankle or hip) or head injury such as traumatic brain injury that 
can lead to death. Anyone at any age can experience a fall resulting in a long lasting injury or even a disability. Winter weath-
er conditions add to the numbers of falls for everybody and we all need to take extra precautions.  

 Research has identified conditions that make you more likely to fall including lower body weakness, vitamin D defi-
ciency, difficulties with walking and balance, use of medicines such as tranquilizers, sedatives or antidepressants, vision prob-
lems, foot pain or poor footwear. Home hazards such as pets, broken or uneven steps, and throw rugs or clutter can also 
cause trips and falls. 

 What you can do to prevent falls:    

  Remove clutter such as electric and other cords, furniture, and other items from walking pathways in your home. 

  Secure loose rugs with double-faced tape, tacks, or slip-resistant backing. 

  Store clothing, dishes, food and other necessities within easy reach. 

  Do not attempt to do home repairs, especially if a ladder is required, without assistance.  

  Immediately clean up spilled liquids or foods. 

  Use non-slip mats in your bathtub or shower and use a shower chair if showering is difficult or unsafe for you. Install 
 hand grips in tubs and showers. 

  Install hand rails on both sides of stairs and ALWAYS use the rail and turn on the light when going up or down the 
 stairs.    

  Keep your home brightly lit by placing a lamp within reach of your bed, Place night lights in the bedrooms, bath
 rooms and hallways. Change to glow in the dark or illuminated light switches if possible. Keep flashlights handy if 
 needed. 

  Change footwear, avoiding high heels, floppy slippers and shoes with slick soles. Avoid walking in stocking feet                   
 especially on bare floors. Use non-skid cleaners to clean bare floors. Install non-slip treads on bare wood steps. 

 Untreated sidewalks, driveways and parking lots create dangers during winter. If you are unable to safely navigate winter 
conditions, stay in and stay warm. It is safer to reschedule appointments and plans than to suffer life changing injuries. Be-
ware of black ice on sidewalks and roads even though they look okay. STAY SAFE!                                   

Sources: CDC, Facts about Falls; Mayo Clinic, Healthy Lifestyles                                                                                                                        

          Jeannine Caudill 

   Preventing Falls 



 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Marion, OH 43302 

Permit No. 41 

Epworth United Methodist Church 

249 East Center Street 

Marion, Ohio  43302-3873 

 
Rev. David L. Hoffman, Pastor  

Alycia Orcena, Director of Ministries with Children and Families  

Page Reefer, Director of Epworth Preschool and Daycare  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

God’s Love in Action 

Growing Disciples Through Compassionate Relationships 

Community Christmas Eve Dinner 

Monday, December 24 

Doors open at 5:00 pm 

Dinner served at 5:30 pm 

  Free and open to all 

Christmas Eve Services 

Monday, December 24 

10:30 am Worship Service at Kingston                                    

7:00 pm Family Service 

11:00 pm Candlelight Service of       

Lessons and Carols 


