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At his baptism, Jesus hears God echoing these words from heaven, “You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you, I am well pleased.” How often do we hear that kind of 

acceptance -- that others are pleased with us? How often do we show and tell others 

that we are pleased with them?  Probably not enough. And yet, we have received this 

kind of unconditional acceptance from God.                                                                                                                                                               

 We believe that baptism follows our faith and our faith commitment, but 

more importantly, baptism is more about God’s faith in us than our faith in God. Yes, 

we participate in receiving baptism, but it is more about God’s participation and antici-

pated participation throughout our lives. At the outset of our lives, God is aware of 

our potential as a member of the body of Christ; and that potential can never be taken 

away from us. Our faith (or our parents’ faith in the case of infant baptism) can be-

come unsteady, shaky, and even stretched thin; but God’s acceptance and faith in us 

remains steadfast.                                                                                                       

 When I think about “God’s faith in us”, I am thinking about that phrase on two 

different levels. The first -- “God’s faith in us” is God’s confidence and trust in our abili-

ties to use the gifts and resources which we have been given to further God’s King-

dom. The second -- “God’s faith in us” is literally the faith that God has placed inside 

each one of us…that space in us that can only be filled by following and relying upon 

God…that faith which we can draw upon when we recognize God’s presence in our 

lives…that faith that is walking with us -- even when we find ourselves on the tallest of 

mountains or in the deepest of valleys.                                                                                                                                   

 Our baptism confirms all of this…that we are God’s children…that God is 

pleased with what God has created…that God wants to be in relationship with us…and 

that can never be taken away. God has faith in us.                                                                                                                            

 “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you, I am well pleased.” These words 

come just before Jesus’ temptation (which we won’t read about until the beginning of 

Lent) and the start of Jesus’ ministry. This event – Jesus’ baptism – isn’t incidental to 

Mark’s story about Jesus -- it’s foundational. It is the lens through which we are to see 

and experience Jesus’ life and ministry. Indeed, it comes immediately after the intro-

ductory verses and stands as the very first episode of Jesus’ life.                                                          

 This is why I believe baptism is so incredibly important because it offers us the 

acceptance -- not merely affirmation -- and, in turn,  empowers us to accept others. 

Baptism reminds us that wherever we may go, whatever we may do, or whatever has 

been or may be done to us, God continues to love us, accept us, and place his trust in 

us.   

God’s Faith in Us 



and our prayers: 

 Jackie Young for comfort and healing 

 Josh Pace for peace, comfort, and 
healing 

 Nancy Rentscher for comfort and 
healing 

 Jake Pence for comfort and healing 

 Clay Conkle for healing and comfort 

 Mike Columber for healing, comfort, 
and return to normal self 

 Finnick George Haddad for a happy 
and healthy life 

 Joey Conkle for doctors to find 
solutions, and peace and comfort for 
Joey and her family 

                                                                                
Those wishing to request a prayer quilt for 
themselves, a family member, a friend, or 
a neighbor, may contact the Church Office. 

Prayer Quilt Ministry 

 The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an 
important part of Epworth’s Outreach 
Ministry, giving hope and love to persons 
in a time of need or praise for special 
events. You are invited to join in the fel-
lowship and creative art of quilt making. 
The joy happens when someone receives 
a quilt. Often, stories return of how it 
changed or gave comfort to the receivers 
by knowing they are not alone during a 
hard time. Our days and times are as fol-
lows: 

1st Saturday of the month  
11:00 am—2:00 pm 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
4:00 pm—6:00 pm                                                      

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
4:00 pm—6:00 pm  

worship in celebration of the life of the fol-
lowing individuals:   

 Thurman Mathews died on December 
26, 2017. Thurman was the husband of  
Rose Mathews. 

 Mary Jane Ralston died on January 2, 
2018. 

 Maggie Berry died on January 11, 2018. 
Maggie was the wife of Robert Berry. 

 George A. Giauque died on January 12, 
2018. George was the father of Sharon 
Russell and Carol Lewis. 

 Bev Rambo died on January 18, 2018. 

We remember their families in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

Pastoral Visits  

and Holy Communion 

 Rev. Hoffman visits regularly with 
persons who cannot always make it to 
church, as well as those who are residents 
at assisted living and extended care facili-
ties. Often these requests come from indi-
viduals themselves and sometimes from 
family members. If you would like Rev. 

Hospitalized?  Having Surgery?  Need 
Pastoral Care?  Please contact the church 
office at 740-387-8344 or call Rev. 
Hoffman directly at 614-949-7570 so that 
we may be attentive to your needs. 
(NOTE: The hospitals are no longer 
allowed to notify the church when 

LEAPIN’ OUTREACH MINISTRY  
February Focus 

 This important ministry helps 

people in need in the Marion area. All 

personal needs items donated by 

Epworth members support this ministry. 

The focus item for February is shampoo. 

Place items in the basket outside the 

church office near the food pantry items. 

Thanks for making a difference!  

on Sunday, February 4 at 9:15am in Alycia’s 

office. 

Godly Play Training 

March 2-3, 2018 

If you would like to learn more about Godly 
Play, we hope you will join us. Dinner on 
Friday, followed with a Godly Play informa-
tional session and training, will lead into 
Saturday breakfast and a continuation of 
the presentation.  

The Rev. Deb Egloff, certified Godly Play 
trainer with the West Ohio UMC Confer-
ence, will join us for this informational ses-
sion. 



Shrove Sunday  Pancake 

Breakfast 

 Join us on Sunday, February 11 
from 8:30 — 10:15 am in Fellowship Hall 
for all you can eat pancakes and more!   
Chef Mark will be whipping up his     
famous pancakes, which are sure to 
please—come hungry. A freewill dona-
tion will be collected with proceeds  
going into the Epworth UMC Camp 
Scholarship Fund for our children, 

would like to thank you for your taking 
the time to donate. Thank you for helping 
us meet the needs of the individuals and 
families we serve. It is an honor to know 
that Turning Point is on your mind. We 
deeply appreciate your generous dona-
tion, pillowcases, and throw blankets. 
Help such as yours makes it possible for 
Turning Point to successfully address the 
needs of victims of domestic violence.                                                                   
  Sincerely,                                      
  Paula Roller 

 

Dear College Care Committee,                         
 Thank you so much for the 
Christmas card. It truly brought a dash of 
holiday spirit into my stressful life during 
the chaos of finals. It was amazing being 
able to come back home and celebrate at 
Epworth while I was in town. Also, thank 
you so much for the plethora of packages 
during my tenure at Ashland, it has 
meant the world to me.                                        
  With love,                                  
  Ian Kieffer 

 

Dear Members of Epworth UMC,                                 
 I am very grateful for the care 
packages, as well as the love and prayers I 
have received thus far in my college ca-
reer. They truly cheer me up each and 
every time.                                                             
  Most Sincerely,                      
  Hunter Boyd 

 

 Thank you to everyone who 
helped and attended Epworth’s 2nd An-
nual Mock New Year’s Eve. The food was 
delicious, the music was great, and every-
one had a fun evening!                                    
   Alycia Orcena 

 

 Thank you to Epworth church for 
your support following my injury. I appre-
ciate all of the cards, messages, calls, vis-
its, and prayers. Your offerings of food 
and rides is more appreciated than you 

  On Sunday, March 18th, the Chan-
cel Choir will be presenting a cantata during 
the 10:30am Worship Service. We would 
like to invite you to “sing with us!”  I know 
there are those of you in the congregation 
who would love to have an opportunity to 
sing, but you feel you cannot make the 
“commitment” of every Wednesday and 
Sunday. This would be a “short-term” com-
mitment for 7 weeks. Starting on Wednes-
day, January 31st at 7 p.m., we will rehearse 
the cantata at the BEGINNING of rehearsal 
for about 45 minutes. After working on the 
Cantata, the choir will then continue re-
hearsing their music for the normal Sunday 
worship services. I would be glad to answer 
any questions that you may have.  Please 
consider joining us!          Pat Murphy 

and Ruth Coldwell for a fantastic Children’s 
Christmas Musical. We had 22 children 
participate this year in the musical, and 
they did a wonderful job sharing the true 
meaning of Christmas. A big thank you to 
all of the ‘behind the scenes’ help from 
parents making costumes, driving children 
to practice, and helping with the produc-
tion. A big thank you to Mark Murphy for 
pulling together a set that enhanced the 
angels and shepherds, Dan Erickson for 
lighting and backdrops, and Terry Hayes 
for operating the sound. Your dedication 
to the children of Epworth is beyond meas-
ure.   Thank you!                   
  Alycia Orcena 

 

 Thank you to all of the children 
and families at Epworth for the beautiful 
Christmas ornaments that we received. We 
will think of you all fondly each year as we 
hang them on our trees.                                                   
 Thank you,                      
 Melissa, Ruth, Mark, and Alycia 

News from UMC Missions 

Thank You!     Thank You!     Thank You!                
                                                                           
Dan Erickson, the Missions Committee, and 
I would like to thank everyone for their 
support for the success of the Christmas 
Eve Dinner. Whether it was your prayers, 
financial support, food, or your time -  it 
was greatly appreciated.                          
  Sue Cunningham                               



G1 Youth Group News                                                        

United Methodist Women-Women in Action 

 UMW will be sponsoring their annual Sweetheart Luncheon on Sunday, 
February 18th, immediately after the 10:30am service.  The menu is lasagna, sal-
ad, garlic bread, cookies, and fruit.  All proceeds will be going to support the Mis-
sion Trip to Africa this summer.  Please plan to join us! 
 
Our Spring Stamp, Scrap, and Craft event will be held on Saturday, March 17th.  
Please see the attached registration form on the next page for more information. 
                                                    

G1 Youth Group has many exciting things 
coming up. Details will be coming soon.   

February 11, 5:00-7:00pm 
February 25, 5:00-7:00pm  

March 11, 5:00-7:00pm                                             
March 25, 5:00-7:00pm 

Ladies...Save the Date!  

The Women’s Retreat will be on May 11 –

12 at the Pines in Fremont. 

You are invited to remember, honor, and 
celebrate the lives of Loved Ones by order-
ing Easter flowers that will help to prepare 
our sanctuary to celebrate Easter. Easter 
flowers (lilies, hyacinths, or tulips) may be 
ordered through Sunday, February 18. All 
orders are prepaid and are due on Sunday, 
February 18. Easter flowers will be placed 
on the altar on Sunday, April 1 and may be 
taken home after worship. A list of those 
who are being remembered and honored 
will be listed in the bulletin on Easter Sun-
day. There is no minimum donation sug-
gested (the church pays $10.00 per flower 
order). Those wishing to give a financial gift 
in memory or honor of a loved one are also 
welcome. Donations given above the cost 
of the Easter flowers will be used by the 
Worship Committee to continue the beau-
tification of our sanctuary. 

A Lenten Study 

Wanted for Stamp, Scrap, 

and Craft Day!!! 

If you have some CLAY flower pots with 
trays laying around that you are not us-
ing, we have a Craft Class which will be 
using them. Please see Judy Steele or 
Pat Murphy, or just put them in the 
choir room.   Thanks so much!    

You are invited to a six-week journey as 
we study the book Forgiveness: A Lenten 
Study written by Marjorie Thompson.  The 
study will take place on the six Sundays in 
Lent beginning with Sunday, February 
11.  The study will take place on Sunday 
evening from 5:00pm until 6:30pm with 
an invitation to gather at a local restau-
rant for dinner following the study.  The 
cost for the book is $8.00. They will be 
available in the Church Office.  Rev. Hoff-
man will be leading the study. 



Spring Stamp   

Scrap & Craft 
Saturday, March 17, 2018 

9:00am  -  5:00pm 

Calling all scrapbookers, paper crafters, crafters, and card makers of all levels and abilities!  

Join us for an all day creative event.  Over 15 Craft and Paper/Stamp Classes will be offered.  

In addition, quick “make it/ take it” activities will be offered throughout the day.  Whether 

you are a beginner or an experienced crafter, join us for a fun day of creative fellowship. 

Registration Fee: 

$35 pre-registration fee must be paid in advance (40 spaces available)  

Registration fee includes table space, meals (continental breakfast, lunch, and snacks), regis-

tration for classes/workshops, goodie bags, and door prizes.   Tickets for raffle prizes will be 

available for purchase. 

 

** Please bring a pair of scissors and paper adhesive for classes.  (please contact Annie Joseph 

740.360.4273 or Pat Murphy 419.563.5298 if you have questions) 

I will need table space for  (please circle  one)     SCRAPBOOKING         YES                        NO  

  

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to sit with: 

 



Save these Dates! 

Here at Epworth Preschool and Daycare, it 

is shaping up to be a busy month!            

 New this year is our Healthy Family 

Night. It will be held on Wednesday, Febru-

ary 21st from 5:30-7:30pm. This program is 

presented in conjunction with the OSUM 

Extension Office here in Marion. The topics 

will be: Healthy Eating on a Budget, and 

Keeping Your Family Active & Moving Dur-

ing the Cold Winter Months.                       

 Professional Development training 

kicks off this month and runs through the 

end of the school year. These are training 

sessions that help our teachers sharpen 

their skills. This year’s topics include: curric-

ulum, use of time, math, and science       

 Each classroom will be celebrating 

Valentine’s Day in their own rooms on Feb-

ruary 14th. Students will have opportunities 

to make valentines, card boxes, and crafts 

throughout the day.                                 

 Thank you to those who purchased 

items or donated to the Epworth PSDC 

fundraiser! Your Crossroads candles and 

Cooper’s Mills jellies & fudge will be deliv-

ered to the school by Valentine’s Day. PSDC 

will have orders sent home with them for 

delivery. All congregation members who 

ordered can pick up their orders from the 

church office. You will be notified by e-mail 

or phone call when your items are in   

 Finally, a reminder that The Pre-

school portion of the PSDC will be closed on 

February 19th in honor of Presidents’ Day. 

The Daycare will remain open.  

Epworth UMC— 2018        

Scholarship Application  

Recognizing the importance of higher edu-
cation, Epworth United Methodist Church 
will award grants to church members for the 
pursuit of their first undergraduate degree 
at a 2 or 4 year college or university.  Any 
person who is a member of Epworth United 
Methodist Church may apply. The Grant 
Committee will choose recipients based on 
the following criteria: Church Involvement, 
Financial Need, Personal Statement, and 
Family Involvement at Epworth. Grant 
amounts are determined each year by the 
number of qualified applicants and the 
funds available. The application is available 
online at https://goo.gl/forms/
WSBiybAaNwYbTsIh1                                   
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RETURNED BY 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2018. 

Epworth Sweetheart Luncheon 

 The Epworth Sweetheart 
Luncheon hosted by The United Meth-
odist Women will be held on Sunday, 
February 18, following the 10:30 am 
service. The menu is lasagna, salad, 
garlic bread, cookies, and fruit. All pro-
ceeds will be going to support the Mis-
sion Trip to Africa this summer. Every-
one is invited!  

pm in the Parlor. Please contact Ruth 
Coldwell at 740-360-5369 if you are unable 
to attend. 

Tuesday, March 6 -                                                  
 Neighborhood Supper 

Thursday, March 29 -                                            
 Journey Through Holy Week 
Experience for children. Come to Maun-
dy Thursday service and let your children 
come to the Godly Play rooms where 
they will have a Holy Week experience. 
We will travel through the church as we 
talk about the events of Holy week and 
will end with a Last Supper experience. 
Children of all ages are welcome. Parents 
are welcome to stay or attend Maundy 
Thursday service. 

VBS meeting in the parlor. Join us as we 
begin to plan VBS 2018.  VBS will be June 11
-15 and open to all children. 

https://goo.gl/forms/WSBiybAaNwYbTsIh1
https://goo.gl/forms/WSBiybAaNwYbTsIh1


now?” He would simply reply, “Oh, it’s just my blood pressure medicine. My doctor said I have to keep it under control, so I can keep up 

with you.”  Fast forward to Black Friday 2017 and just as you’re ready to leave for a day of shopping, your 39 year old friend Jenny takes a 

pill from her prescription bottle, and of course you ask her what it is for, and she replies, “My doctor said my blood pressure is getting a bit 

higher now than it should be, so she is giving me this prescription to control it.” Naturally you’re surprised and a bit nervous because you 

just turned 40 years old and haven’t even seen a doctor since you were in college. What’s going on you wonder? Should I get a checkup or 

what? The short answer is probably. The smart answer is definitely yes. New guidelines on what is healthy blood pressure and what should 

be addressed by you and your physician arrived in November last year. The following is the scoop on what you should be aware of as you 

enter the new year and plan your healthcare. 

Blood pressure categories in the new guidelines are:  

  Normal: Less than 120/80 mm Hg; 

  Elevated: Top number (systolic) between 120-129 and bottom number (diastolic) less than 80; 

  Stage 1: Systolic between 130-139 or diastolic between 80-89; 

  Stage 2: Systolic at least 140 or diastolic at least 90 mm Hg; 

  Hypertensive crisis: Top number over 180 and/or bottom number over 120, with patients needing prompt changes in medication if 

 there are no other indications of problems, or immediate hospitalization if there are signs of organ damage. 

From the press release of the American Heart Association, “The impact of the new guidelines is expected to be greatest among younger 
people. The prevalence of high blood pressure is expected to triple among men under age 45, and double among women under 45 ac-
cording to the report. Damage to blood vessels begins soon after blood pressure is elevated, …and if you’re only going to focus on 
events, that ignores the process when it’s beginning. Risk is already going up as you get into your 40s.” 
        Other changes in the new guidelines include: 

 Only prescribing medication for Stage I hypertension if a patient has already had an event such as a heart attack or stroke, or is at high 

risk of heart attack or stroke based on age, the presence of diabetes, chronic kidney disease, or calculation of atherosclerotic risk (using 

the same risk calculator used in evaluating high cholesterol); 

 Recognizing that many people will need two or more types of medications to control their blood pressure, and that people may take 

their pills more consistently if multiple medications are combined into a single pill; 

 Identifying socioeconomic status and psychosocial stress as risk factors for high blood pressure that should be considered in a patient’s 

plan of care. 

So what are the major risk factors for you to assess your potential for this disease? 

 People with obesity, diabetes, gout or kidney disease, heavy drinkers of alcohol, and women taking birth control pills are at increased 
risk, and people with parents or grandparents with hypertension have an increased risk. 

It’s a new world for healthy blood pressure now but fortunately it can be managed by: 

 Reduce salt intake, maintain a healthy diet rich in fruits, vegetables, and low-fat dairy products with less saturated and total fats, don’t 
smoke or use tobacco products, exercise regularly, lose weight if needed, 
take your medication as directed, and reduce excessive caffeine and alcohol use.   

Snow Emergency Information Regarding Snow Level Emergencies, the following are the determinations 

for Epworth UMC and all activities at the church. 

Level 2 - all evening activities are cancelled. If Level 2 falls on a Sunday, the 

8:30 am worship service will be cancelled.  

Level 3 - all activities are cancelled. The Church Office will be closed, and if 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9xvKv9dzYAhVBvFMKHXyJC9sQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpilotonline.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fweather%2Fstorms%2Farticle_d76c23dd-06f5-59ab-be36-9157ad13474a.html&psig=AOvVaw
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

God’s Love in Action 

Growing Disciples Through Compassionate Relationships 

February 14— Marion Area  

Ash Wednesday Service 

 Marion Area United Methodist 

congregations and clergy will be joining 

together to celebrate Ash Wednesday on 

Wednesday, February 14 at 7:00 pm at 

Crosswood United Methodist Church, 

1551  Richland Road, Marion, Ohio. The 

service will include special music, the 

celebration of Holy Communion, and the 

Imposition of Ashes. The Rev. Karen 

Cook, Assistant District Superintendent 

of the Capitol Area North District, will be 


