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“…On that day, when evening had come, Jesus said to them, ‘Let us go across to the oth-

er side’….”  (Mark 4:35-41) 

 There is an invitation. Isn’t that where it always begins? An invitation, a sugges-

tion, a calling, an asking by someone to go with, to journey beside, to try something new, 

to risk taking that next step. That’s how the over-sea voyage started for the disciples that 

evening. The invitation from Jesus came out of the blue. “Let us go to the other side.” 

But, it shouldn’t have been completely unexpected; they were on a journey, and they 

were at the shoreline. They quickly accepted the invitation and found themselves togeth-

er in the same boat. 

 The invitation is our beginning.  It is always the beginning. The invitation of faith 

and our acceptance of that invitation puts all of us together in the same boat. There is no 

distinction – we are all in it together. Being in the boat gives us rights and responsibilities 

– but probably more responsibilities than rights, especially when we choose to follow 

Jesus. Most of the time, we have no idea where that invitation will lead us. That can be 

exhilarating and exciting; and yet cause us to be a bit overwhelmed and fearful. We are 

asked to do new things and to go where we have never gone before; we are asked to use 

the gifts we have been given (those gifts that are apparent to us and those yet to be dis-

covered); we are asked to use our gifts sometimes in new and unexpected ways; we are 

asked to give more, more than we ever thought that we had to give; and we are asked to 

tell others about our journey and ask them to follow and join us. We agree to all of this 

when we accept the invitation that God has placed upon our lives. God never stops in-

viting us, regardless of whether or not we think that we have arrived at our final destina-

tion. 

 As we enter in to a new year, we are invited to continue the journey, knowing 

that the Church -- Christ’s hands and feet -- never stops inviting us into deeper waters – 

into deeper commitment.  We are never alone – we are in the same boat together! Christ 

journeys with us, and I can’t wait to see where we will go! 

      Happy New Year!   Journeying Together, 

      David   

Invitations 



 

 

LEAPIN’ OUTREACH MINISTRY  
January Focus 

The following members and friends of 
Epworth UMC have received a prayer quilt 
and our prayers: 

 Alaina Grace Claborn for a happy and 
healthy life 

                                                                                
Those wishing to request a prayer quilt for 
themselves, a family member, a friend, or 
a neighbor, may contact the Church Office. 

Prayer Quilts Red Roses 

 This important ministry helps 
people in need in the Marion area. All 
personal needs items donated by 
Epworth members support this ministry. 
The focus item for January is deodorant. 
Place items in the basket outside the 
church office near the food pantry items. 
Thanks for making a difference!  

Prayer Quilt Ministry 

 The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an 
important part of Epworth’s Outreach 
Ministry, giving hope and love to persons 
in a time of need or praise for special 
events. You are invited to join in the fel-
lowship and creative art of quilt making. 
The joy happens when someone receives 
a quilt. Often, stories return of how it 
changed, or gave comfort to the receivers 
by knowing they are not alone during a 
hard time. Our days and times are as fol-
lows: 

1st Saturday of the month  
11:00 am—2:00 pm 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
4:00 pm—6:00 pm                                                      

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
4:00 pm—6:00 pm  

A white rose was placed on the altar during 
worship in celebration of the life of the fol-
lowing individuals: 

 Evan D. Lewis, who died on November 
25, 2017. Evan was the father of  Cathy 
Bell and the grandfather of Annie Bell. 

 Anna Bush, who died on December 11, 
2017. Anna was the grandmother of 
Nate Dendinger and the great-
grandmother of Jacob Dendinger. 

We remember their families in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

White Roses 

A red rose was placed on the altar                
during worship to celebrate the birth of 
the following individuals: 

 Alaina Grace Claborn, daughter of 
Dan and Abby Claborn, was born on 
December 11. The proud siblings 
are Devin and Ava. The proud 
grandparents are David and Dixie 
Haines, Dave and Elizabeth Claborn, 
Bob and April Taylor, and Karen 
Claborn. The proud great-
grandparents are Dick and Rose 
Haines, and Tom and Jewell Indoe. 

 Finnick George Haddad, son of Kayla 
and Phil Haddad, was born on De-
cember 12. The proud grandparents 
are Carl and Pat Telfer. 

Pastoral Visits  

and Holy Communion 

 Rev. Hoffman visits regularly with 
persons who cannot always make it to 
church, as well as those who are residents 
at assisted living and extended care facili-
ties. Often these requests come from indi-
viduals themselves and sometimes from 
family members. If you would like Rev. 
Hoffman to visit and to bring Holy Com-
munion, please call the Church Office, and a 
visit will be scheduled. 

Hospitalized?  Having Surgery?  Need 
Pastoral Care?  Please contact the church 
office at 740-387-8344 or call Rev. 
Hoffman directly at 614-949-7570 so that 
we may be attentive to your needs. 
(NOTE: The hospitals are no longer 
allowed to notify the church when 
anyone is admitted; therefore, it is up to 
the family to let us know if this happens.) 

Children’s Council 

There will be a Children’s Council Meeting 
on Sunday, January 14 at 9:15am. 

Leadership Day 

The Church Leadership Day will take place 
on Saturday, January 13 from 8:30 am – 
12:30 pm at the church.  Everyone who 
serves on a committee of the church is 
invited to attend.  This will serve as your 
committee’s first meeting of the New 
Year.  Thank you for your faithful service! 

Undecorating the Church 

Come and help us to undecorate the 
church on Saturday, January 6th. We will 
begin at 9:00 am.  

Epworth UMC— 2018        

Scholarship Application  

Recognizing the importance of higher edu-
cation, Epworth United Methodist Church 
will award scholarships to church members 
for the pursuit of their first undergraduate 
degree at a 2 or 4 year college or university.  
Any person who is a member of Epworth 
United Methodist Church may apply. The 
Scholarship Committee will choose recipi-
ents based on the following criteria: Church 
Involvement, Financial Need, Personal State-
ment, and Family Involvement at Epworth.  
Scholarship amounts are determined each 
year by the number of qualified applicants 
and the funds available.  Applications are 
available in the Church Office.  APPLICA-
TIONS MUST BE RETURNED BY MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 12, 2018. 

You are invited to a Spaghetti Dinner on 
Saturday, January 6th from 5:00pm until 
7:30pm at the Prospect American Legion 
Post, 308 S. Main Street, Prospect, 
Ohio.  It is all the spaghetti, salad, garlic 
bread, and cookies you can eat for a do-
nation to Chapel Hill House. Carry out is 
also available. 

Spaghetti Dinner to 

benefit Chapel Hill House 



 

 

Thank You 

Epworth Friends,                                                                
 This thank you is long overdue. I 
have really loved, appreciated, and en-
joyed my special prayer quilt that you 
made for me. The purple, lavender, and 
lilac colors are so pretty and soothing to 
me. I touch the knots constantly and know 
that my church family is and has been 
praying for me over this long ordeal that I 
have been going through. This has helped 
me in more ways than you can imagine. I 
can’t thank you enough for all your pray-
ers, caring, and support. You are all won-
derful people. May God bless each and 
every one of you always.                                                        
  Most Sincerely,                                   
   Jan Hoffman  

G1 Youth Group News                                                        

G1 Youth Group has many exciting things 
coming up in the new year. Mark your 
calendar to join us on: 

January 14, 5:00-7:00pm 
                                                                                        
January 28, 5:00-7:00pm  

Dear Members of Epworth UMC,                                                          
 Thank you for your very generous 
contribution for our Cents for Shoes pro-
gram. Your donation helped to provide 
shoes for 62 children!  This is a miraculous 
Christmas blessing!                                                    
 My heart is bursting with joy and 
thanks for this miraculous gift from my 
church!                                                                      
  Love,                                           
  Robin Rick 

 

To My Epworth Family,                                                      
 I want to thank you for the beauti-
ful prayer quilt, cards, visits, and prayers for 
my healing and strengthening from my re-
cent surgery. It was good to be able to be 
back to church on Sunday.                                        
  Love and Prayers,                     
  Nancy Jo Dasher 

   Exposure to cold temperatures can cause either localized freezing of the skin and other tissues (frostbite) or lowering of the whole body’s tem-
perature (hypothermia). Frostbite occurs when the temperature is 32 degrees Fahrenheit or colder. Hypothermia can occur at much warmer tem-
peratures if the body is unprotected, especially if the victim is wet, exposed to cold a long time, or unable to restore body heat because of a medi-
cal condition.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Frostbite:  Frostbite is the freezing of skin or deeper tissues and usually happens to exposed skin areas on the head or face, hands, or feet.  Wind 
chill increases the risk of frostbite. Severe frostbite kills tissue and can result in gangrene and having to amputate the body part.                                                                                                                        
Symptoms include: waxy or discolored (flushed, white, yellow, or blue) skin which feels cold to the touch and may feel numb, achy, or tingling 
to the person. The area may feel hard and may become painless due to nerve damage. After warming, the area becomes swollen and may blister.                                                                                                                  
Actions to take:  Move the person to a warm place.  Hold the frostbitten area with your hands to warm it. A victim with frostbitten hands can 
warm them in his or her armpits. Remove tight clothing or jewelry around the area and remove and replace wet clothing with dry clothing. Warm 
the frostbitten area in lukewarm water for at least 20 minutes. Protect damaged tissue from being touched or rubbed by clothing or objects. Ele-
vate the area if possible to reduce swelling and bandage loosely with nonstick, sterile dressings. After warming, be careful not to break blisters.  
Transport to emergency room as soon as possible or call EMS.                                                                                                                                                                  
NEVER rub or massage frostbitten areas as friction can damage the skin.  Never use heat warmer than lukewarm to warm the skin.                                 
Hypothermia:  When the body cannot make heat as fast as it loses it in a cold environment, the person develops hypothermia. In hypothermia, the 
person’s body temperature drops below 95 degrees Fahrenheit. Hypothermia can occur whenever and wherever a person feels cold, including 
indoors in poorly heated areas. It may occur gradually or quickly, especially with a wind chill or if the victim is wet. Hypothermia occurs more easily 
in elderly or ill people and in people under the influence of alcohol or drugs. A person immersed in cold water cools 30 times faster than in cool air. 
Victims in cold water are more likely to die from hypothermia than to drown. However, victims in cardiac arrest after immersion in cold water have 
been resuscitated after a long time underwater – so don’t give up.                                                                                                                                                           
Symptoms include:  Uncontrollable shivering which may stop with severe hypothermia, confusion, lethargy or sleepiness. The person may have 
pale skin even under clothing, have slow breathing, and impaired judgement.                                                                                                                                            
Actions to take:  Move person to warm place, remove and replace wet clothing. Wrap the person in warm blankets including the head.  Monitor 
airway, breathing, and circulation, and do CPR if necessary. Give the person warm fluids (no alcohol) if person is conscious and not drowsy. Call 
EMS. Prevention of cold emergencies include changing wet clothing especially gloves, socks, and shoes; layering clothing; and wearing a hat. Check 
on any neighbor that may be susceptible to cold situations such as lack of heat.                                                                                 
 Sources:  National Safety Council: First Aid; American Heart Association: First Aid                  Jeannine Caudill 

Winter Hazards—                                           

Frostbite and Hypothermia 
Health and Wellness 

Preschool/Daycare 

 Epworth PSDC is kicking off the 
new year with a fundraiser! We will be sell-
ing Crossroads Candles and Cooper’s Mill 
products from January 2 – 12. All orders 
must be pre-paid and the checks made pay-
able to Epworth PSDC. If you would like to 
make a purchase to help our fundraising, 
please see a PSDC student, or Page Gustin. 
There will be an opportunity to order on 
Sunday, January 7 in the hallway outside of 
the Parlor.                                                                      
 Epworth PSDC received a grant 
from the Marion Community Foundation to 
help towards the purchase of a new curricu-
lum. Teachers, administrators, and Early 
Childhood/Curriculum experts from the 
community will be working together to pick 
materials that will be fun and educational in 
order to better prepare our students for 
Kindergarten.                                                                      
 If you have a PSDC student, please 
be sure to check Marion Online and listen to 
WMRN in the mornings for information re-
garding Closings or Delays. Generally, only 
the Preschool closes if Marion City School 
District closes. The Daycare would only 
close if Marion County is under a Level 3 
Snow Emergency.                                                                              
 Would you like to help at Epworth 
PSDC? We can always use volunteers and 
substitute teachers! Please e-mail Page 
Gustin for more information at pgus-
tin@epworthumc.org.   

mailto:pgustin@epworthumc.org
mailto:pgustin@epworthumc.org
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Altar Flower Sign-Up 2018                                  

The 2018 Flower Calendar is posted out-
side the Church Office. Sign-ups are on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. You are en-
couraged to choose flowers that accom-
pany the liturgical season. It is expected 
that two vases be provided. You are 
encouraged to take the arrangements 
from church and enjoy their beauty. 
Those wishing to have their arrange-
ments donated to our homebound or 
nursing home residents may contact the 
Church Office. You will receive a re-
minder from the Church Office at least 
one week prior to the Sunday that you 
have signed up to provide Altar Flowers. 
At that time, you will be asked the 
name(s) of the individual(s) that you 
would like to memorialize or honor. 

Snow Emergency Information 

Regarding Snow Level Emergencies, 

the following are the determina-

tions for Epworth UMC and all activ-

ities at the church. 

Level 2 - all evening activities are 

cancelled. If Level 2 falls on a Sun-

day, the 8:30 am worship service 

will be cancelled.  

Level 3 - all activities are cancelled. 

The Church Office will be closed and 

if it falls on a Sunday, all worship 

services will be cancelled.    

New Year Holiday –                                    

Church Office Hours    

The Church Office will be closed on 

Monday, January 1 and reopen on 

Tuesday, January 2 at 9:30 am. 


