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37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 
already being swamped. 38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke 
him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39He woke up 
and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and 
there was a dead calm. 40He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no 
faith?”  (Mark 4:37-40) 

Those poor disciples probably began bailing water with one eye on the rising wa-
ter – threatening to swamp the boat --and the other eye upon the wind and lightning 
strikes. The disciples probably could be compared to a modern day storm chaser – one 
behind the wheel of the chase vehicle with one eye fixed on the road and the other eye 
looking down at the radar on his or her smartphone, unaware of the magnitude of the 
storm that they are driving right into. The disciples react as if Jesus were not in the boat 
with them. They react as if the one who invited them, led them to take this journey, had 
now abandoned them. It takes a while, but they eventually come to their senses and turn 
to Jesus. And Jesus speaks a word of peace -- a word of peace that stills not only the storm, 
but also their restless hearts.  

We don’t react much differently...we gauge our success or failure by looking at 
our own efforts; we try to make sense of decisions through our own eyes and limited expe-
rience; we attempt to love and accept others by our own lens of what it means to love and 
accept others; we bail and bail and bail water, fearing the whirling of change around us. 
We forget that we have been called; we forget that we have been invited. We forget that 
Jesus journeys with us – regardless of which direction we choose – regardless of how com-
plicated and confusing life can get. We forget about the dramatic and reassuring peace 
that Jesus can bring to our lives. We forget that wherever our journeys take us, we are all 
in the same boat together. 

It is important to note that Jesus never says, “There is nothing to be afraid of.” 
The Galilean storm was doubtless, indeed fearsome, as are the “wind and waves” that 
threaten us. Rather, Jesus asks, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” To help un-
derstand this distinction, imagine a scene such as this. A child awakens in the dark of night, 
terrified at some dream that has disturbed child-sleep, frightened of some monster hiding 
in the bedroom closet. A parent rushes into the bedroom and scoops the little one into 
their arms and sits in a chair. The parent wipes sweaty locks off their child’s forehead, ca-
resses the child’s hair, rocks the child gently, and then whispers what a thousand parents 
have whispered since the beginning of time, “Hush now, there’s nothing to be afraid of”. 
The question these comforting words raise is simply this: “Is the parent telling the whole 
truth to their child? Is there really nothing to be afraid of?” 

Although we often confuse them, saying, “there’s nothing to be afraid of” is a 
very different thing from saying, “do not be afraid.” The hard truth is that fearsome things 
are very real: isolation, pain, hatred, illness, meaninglessness, rejection, losing one’s job, 
money problems, failure, and death.  As we grow in faith, we come to understand that 
even though such fearsome things are very real, they do not have the last word. “Do not 
be afraid.” It is, you might say, the first and the last word of the gospel. It is the word the 
angels spoke to the terrified shepherds and the word spoken at the tomb when the wom-
en discover it empty: “Do not be afraid.” Not because there are no fearsome things on the 
sea of our days; not because there are no storms, fierce winds, or waves; but because God 
is with us. 

The assurance that God is with us and that Jesus can bring peace can come to us 
in many different ways. It comes to us in the listening ear of a friend. It can come to us in a 

“My Peace I Give to You” 



 

 

The following members and friends of 
Epworth UMC have received a prayer quilt 
and our prayers: 

 Kelly Chick who is battling cancer, 
prayers for recovery and healing 

 Zoey Chick (20 months old) for a new 
home, clothes, and food (everything 
lost in a fire)  

 Darlene Barnes for positive thoughts 

   Those wishing to request a prayer quilt 
for themselves, a family member, a friend, 
or a neighbor, may contact the Church 
Office at 740-387-8344. 

Prayer Quilts 

Prayer Quilt Ministry 

 The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an 
important part of Epworth’s Outreach 
Ministry, giving hope and love to persons 
in a time of need or praise for special 
events. You are invited to join in the fel-
lowship and creative art of quilt making. 
The joy happens when someone receives 
a quilt. Often, stories return of how it 
changed or gave comfort to the receivers 
by knowing they are not alone during a 
hard time. Our days and times are as fol-
lows: 

1st Saturday of the month  
11:00am—2:00pm 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
4:00pm—6:00pm                                                      

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
4:00pm—6:00pm  

Wedding 

Pastoral Visits  

and Holy Communion 

 Rev. Hoffman visits regularly with 
persons who cannot always make it to 
church, as well as those who are residents 
at assisted living and extended care facili-
ties. Often these requests come from indi-
viduals themselves and sometimes from 
family members. If you would like Rev. 
Hoffman to visit and to bring Holy Com-
munion, please call the Church Office, and a 
visit will be scheduled. 

LEAPIN’ OUTREACH MINISTRY  
July Focus 

 This important ministry helps 
people in need in the Marion area. All 
personal needs items donated by 
Epworth members support this ministry. 
The focus item for July is feminine 
hygiene products. Place items in the 
basket outside the church office near the 
food pantry items. Thanks for making a 
difference!  

Membership Class 

 Join us for our next series of mem-
bership classes to be held on Sundays, Au-
gust 5 and 12, from 9:15am until 10:00am 
in the Pastor’s Office. Whether you are new 
to the church or have been attending for a 
while, you are invited to be with us. Those 
participating in the class will be received 
into membership on Sunday, August 19 at 
the 10:30am worship service. If you would 
like to sign up for the class, would like more 
information, or have questions, please con-
tact the church office at 740-387-8344 or at 
churchoffice@epworthumc.org   

Godly Play Meeting 

 Godly Play is the curriculum 
which Epworth is dedicated to use for our 
children’s Sunday School programming. 
This year we would like to take our pro-
gramming to the next level by providing 
ongoing training and resources to all of 
our storytellers and volunteers. We plan 
to meet monthly to begin this next phase 
of programming. We will have an informa-
tional meeting on August 13 to plan for 
the fall. 

July Sunday School 

 July Sunday School for Children 
will meet on Sunday, July 8th and Sunday, 
July 15th during the Sunday school hour. 
Visit room 204 to see Melissa Hoffman on 
July 8th and Alycia Orcena on July 15th for 
a summer lesson.  

 Adults are welcome to attend Rev. 
David Hoffman’s Summer Sunday School 
sessions on July 8th and July 15th in the 
Parlor from 9:00am to 10:15am. 

WisdomKeepers 

 WisdomKeepers will meet on Au-
gust 2, 2018, at 11:30 am in Fellowship 
Hall. We meet for devotions, singing, Holy 
Communion, and social time. Our theme 
for August will be travel and vacations. Do 
you have a special memory of a trip or va-
cation that you would like to share with the 
group? Or, perhaps you would like to write 
a paragraph or two about one of your vaca-
tion experiences to  read it for our group. 
The elevator door will be open at 10:30 am. 
Please call the church office at 740-387-
8344 if you are in need of transportation.  
Be patient; God isn't finished with us YET! 

 Page Gustin and Matt Reefer 
were married on June 16th in Indiana, 
Pennsylvania. Page is the daughter of Bar-
ry and Beckie Gustin and the granddaugh-
ter of Emmett Ledford.                                                          
 Page and Matt will be residing in 
Marion. 

knowing glance of one who has been there before. It can come to us from a loving gesture of a parent or loved one. It can come to us as 
reassurance that God can create order out of chaos. Jesus’ peace can come to us in the familiar and the not so familiar. It can come to us 
even in a new and unexpected opportunity, a chance for us to trust that God has placed us, all of us, where we need to be. Jesus’ peace 
can come to us in many different ways. It is a peace that journeys with us. It is God’s peace. “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you, 
let not your hearts be troubled, and let them not be afraid.”      - -  In Peace, Rev. David Hoffman  
___________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                        
I  Michael Lindvall, Pastoral Perspective, Proper 7, page 167-168, Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, Feasting on the Word, Year B, 
Vol. 3     



 

 

Thank You 

Epworth Travelers 

Summer Mystery Tour- - Monday, July 30th                                                                                                                                                                                 

 What do we need for a good summer mystery tour? Sun? Ice Cream? Join us for this 
summer mystery tour filled with a variety of surprises and mystery stops throughout the day 
as we find the best things about summer in central Ohio! The cost is $60.00 per person 
($25.00 deposit holds your spot on any tour, with the remainder due on the departure date). 
We will depart at 9:00am and return at approximately 5:30pm. All tours will depart from and 
return to Epworth UMC. Tour price includes transportation via private coach, admissions, tax-
es, and driver gratuity. Each tour must have a minimum of 24 people two weeks before de-
parture in order to take place. Please book early. For any questions, call 740-387-8344 or 
email Alycia at aorcena@epworthumc.org             
 

Elvis is IN the Building- - Friday, August 17th      
Put on your Blue Suede Shoes and get ready to be All Shook Up as 
we travel to Lakeside’s Chautauqua to see Mike Albert & the Big “E” 
Band, an Elvis tribute show. Mike Albert has been portraying Elvis 
for many years and performs to sold-out crowds throughout Ohio 
and the U.S. If you sit close enough, he may even sing to you. Chil-
dren young and old are always invited to join him on stage to dance 
to at least one song. We will leave midafternoon and journey to 
Lakeside in time for dinner, ice cream, a walk along the lake, or even a game of shuffleboard 
before the show. Return home will be late—please contact Alycia if you need assistance 
getting home from the church in the late night hours. $61.00 adults; $55 (ages 13-24); $45 
(children under 12 and adults over 90) We will depart at 2:00pm and return at approximately 
11:45pm.                                                                       

Day at the Clippers                                                                                                          
 Join us for a day with the Colum-
bus Clippers on Sunday, August 19th at 
4:00pm.                                                                                                    
 Family pack tickets are available 
for $25 which includes up to 2 adults and 4 
children. Please see Alycia Orcena or call 
the Church Office to make your reserva-
tions. Deadline to order tickets is July 
22nd. Please make checks payable to Ep-
worth UMC (with Clippers Family Day in 
the subject line). 

                     VBS Thank You                                                       
Thank you to everyone who helped to make 
Epworth’s Vacation Bible School 2018 a suc-
cess! We took a roll along the raging river to 
learn about Adventure, Acceptance, Peace, 
Joy, and Rest. We sang songs, shared Bible 
stories, made crafts, played games, discov-
ered science, and fellowshipped together 
with food and conversation with over 100 
children each day from Epworth UMC, Ep-
worth Preschool/Daycare, and the Marion 
Community. We raised over $637.25 for the 
Kamina Children’s Home in the Congo, as 
well as collected food items for the Marion 
Food Pantry and the Marion Police Depart-
ment. Thank you to all of our volunteers, 
the children and families, and to Epworth 
church for your prayers and support. Next 
year…we will be on a Mission to Mars! 

Dear Epworth,                                                                       
 I would like to thank you for allow-
ing Junior Service Guild to hold their 
meetings at Epworth from September 2016 
to May 2018. It was easy access for our 
members and we always felt welcome with 
Andy Webb letting us in with a smile. It was 
so kind of you to let us use this wonderful 
facility. Once again, thank you so much.           
 Sincerely, Beckie Gustin 

 Thank you so much for providing 
and taking care of a meal for our family at 
my mother’s funeral. It was very good and 
greatly appreciated. Your kindness and 
concern has meant so very much and will 
always be remembered.                                            
 The family of Mary Richards 

 Thank you so much for the schol-
arship! It is quite relieving having a large 
portion of my books paid for! I am truly 
grateful for everything Epworth has done 
for me!                                                                  
  Evan Hoffman 

Dear Epworth UMC,                                                       
 On behalf of Turning Point, I 
would like to thank you for your taking the 
time to donate. Thank you for helping us 
meet the needs of the individuals and fami-
lies we serve. It is an honor to know that 
Turning Point is on your mind. We deeply 
appreciate your generous donations of 
paper goods, cleaning supplies, curing 
irons, personal hygiene items, diapers, and 
baby wipes. Help such as yours makes it 
possible for Turning Point to successfully 
address the needs of victims of domestic 
violence.                                                                
  Thanks friends!                                   
  Paula Roller 

 As times have changed and many 
folks have eliminated their home phone 
numbers, it is now becoming increasingly 
difficult to stay connected.  The Church 
Office is contacted almost on a daily basis 
by members and friends of the church for 
phone numbers and email addresses.  In 
our effort to stay connected, we will be 
publishing both cell phone numbers and 
email addresses in the next Church Directo-
ry.  The Church Directory has limited distri-
bution and is only given to members and 
friends of Epworth United Methodist 
Church.  If you would not like your cell 
phone number and/or email address pub-
lished in the directory, please contact the 
Church Office and we will honor your re-
quest.  Please contact the Church Office no 
later than July 13th so that the Church Direc-
tory can go into production.                                                        
 Thank You!  -- Rev. Hoffman 

Church Directory Information 

Children’s Council 

Please mark your calendars for August 5th 
at 9:30am for Children’s Council. We will 
plan for the Popcorn Parade and finalize 
fall 2018 plans for children and families. 
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