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 As we enter into the season of Lent, let me acknowledge that there is plenty of 
wilderness to go around. And all of that wilderness can be overwhelming. Some wilderness 
we enter into willingly and by our own volition; while at other times, there are situations 
and circumstances beyond our control that propel us into the wilderness. Seasons of wil-
derness are unavoidable. Just think for a moment about all of those areas which we might 
label as wilderness: times of grief and loss; times when we find ourselves on a journey of 
illness or injury; times of wandering and seeking direction – just wondering what is coming 
next; and times when old, scarred over wounds – that we think have long healed over -- 
are ripped open by the news of tragedy, abuse, and violence. Even times of political up-
heaval which we experience in our nation and around the world, or the continual decline 
of our societal moral compass; or the fluid and fragile financial markets that tug at our 
sense of security and comfort – all can seem like wilderness. The list goes on and on. There 
is plenty of wilderness to go around. 

 And if the times and spaces of wilderness were not enough on their own, there 
are temptations to confront when we find ourselves in the wilderness. In fact, there are a 
lot of temptations in the wilderness. The temptations of power, influence, and greed that 
Jesus encountered were strong, and we are not immune to those temptations. But there 
are other temptations on the other side of the coin that we are also likely to encounter, 
which can be just as damaging to our spirit. 

 One of those temptations that I think we always wrestle with is believing that we 
are ultimately all alone in the wilderness. We can come to believe that no one else could 
possibly understand our situation or circumstance. We believe that no one has ever 
walked the path upon which we find ourselves, and there is no one to help guide our way. 
We forget that we have been given each other. We forget that at the moment of our own 
baptism, this congregation or another faith community had made a promise to journey 
with us even through the wilderness experiences of our lives…a promise made to rejoice 
when we rejoice and to weep with us when we weep – to help us to carry our burdens and 
to share our struggles. It is not God’s intention for us to travel alone in this world. God’s 
gift to us is the church. 

In confronting temptations and the seasons of wilderness in our lives, we forget 
that Jesus was no stranger of the wilderness. Jesus had been there before, and he went 
there again. Remember that Jesus’ own baptism was in the midst of the wilderness. It was 
in the wilderness that Jesus was given his identity as God’s own beloved child, and this was 
essential in helping him to weather the temptations and struggles to come. Jesus was re-
minded that he was a part of the goodness of God. He was reminded that he was a part of 
something greater…that God had created him in his own image, called him his own, and 
called him good. “You are my son, the beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

Let us remember that we have the same identity…we too, have been created in 
God’s image and are worthy of God’s grace, love, and acceptance in all of the seasons of 
our lives, even in times of wilderness.   

   Journeying Together, 

   David 

Our Wilderness Journey 



 

 

The following members and friends of 
Epworth UMC have received a prayer quilt 
and our prayers: 

 Joey Conkle for doctors to find 
solutions, and peace and comfort for 
Joey and her family 

 Karl Mueller for improvement of 
health 

 Nash Hambrick for healing and 
recovery 

 Arthur Dean Armendariz for a happy 
and healthy life 

 Jeffrey Brantner for comfort and 
strength that leads to successful 
treatment 

 Suzie Burnside for successful surgery 
and reconstruction 

                                                                                
Those wishing to request a prayer quilt for 
themselves, a family member, a friend, or 
a neighbor, may contact the Church Office. 

Prayer Quilts Prayer Quilt Ministry 

 The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an 
important part of Epworth’s Outreach 
Ministry, giving hope and love to persons 
in a time of need or praise for special 
events. You are invited to join in the fel-
lowship and creative art of quilt making. 
The joy happens when someone receives 
a quilt. Often, stories return of how it 
changed, or gave comfort to the receivers 
by knowing they are not alone during a 
hard time. Our days and times are as fol-
lows: 

1st Saturday of the month  
11:00 am—2:00 pm 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
4:00 pm—6:00 pm                                                      

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
4:00 pm—6:00 pm  

A white rose was placed on the altar during 
worship in celebration of the life of the fol-
lowing individuals:   

 George Giauque died on January 12, 
2018. He was the father of Sharon Rus-
sell and Carol Lewis. 

 Bev Rambo died on January 19, 2018. 

 Helen Russell died on January 31, 2018. 
She was the mother of Chuck (Sharon) 
Russell. 

 Larry Mahaffey died on February 7, 
2018. He was the son of Frances Ma-
haffey and the brother of Sharon (Dick) 
Farst. 

 Shirley Allen died on February 14, 2018. 
She was the sister of Bob Berry and 
Rose (Dick) Haines. 

We remember their families in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

White Roses 

Pastoral Visits  

and Holy Communion 

 Rev. Hoffman visits regularly with 
persons who cannot always make it to 
church, as well as those who are residents 
at assisted living and extended care facili-
ties. Often these requests come from indi-
viduals themselves and sometimes from 
family members. If you would like Rev. 
Hoffman to visit and to bring Holy Com-
munion, please call the Church Office, and a 
visit will be scheduled. 

Hospitalized?  Having Surgery?  Need 
Pastoral Care?  Please contact the church 
office at 740-387-8344 or call Rev. 
Hoffman directly at 614-949-7570 so that 
we may be attentive to your needs. 
(NOTE: The hospitals are no longer 
allowed to notify the church when 
anyone is admitted; therefore, it is up to 
the family to let us know if this happens.) 

LEAPIN’ OUTREACH MINISTRY  
March Focus 

 This important ministry helps 
people in need in the Marion area. All 
personal needs items donated by 
Epworth members support this ministry. 
The focus item for March is shaving 
cream. Place items in the basket outside 
the church office near the food pantry 
items. Thanks for making a difference!  

Chancel Choir                                     

to Present Cantata 

 On Sunday, March 18, the Chan-
cel Choir will present the cantata, “Who 
Do You Say That I Am? “ by Lloyd Larson.  
This is a very unique “story” about 6 peo-
ple who interacted with Jesus and their 
concept of “who” He was. Mr. Larson 
would encourage us – as we sing and as 
we listen – to reaffirm our belief in Christ.   
Please join us for the 10:30am service on 
March 18 as we present this message in 
song. There will be no 8:30am service that 
morning.                                                                             
 The Chancel Choir would like to 
dedicate the presentation of this work to 
the memory of Howard Klehm. Howard 
was known throughout the Marion area as 
a gifted musician. Howard served Epworth 
as organist for over 20 years. We were 
truly blessed to share in his ministry of 
music as he served his God. 

Holy Thursday Experience for 
Children 

 Join us on Thursday, March 29, at 
7:00pm for a Holy Thursday experience for 
children. We will gather in our Sunday 
School rooms and journey through Holy 
Week in preparation for Easter Sunday. 
Children of all ages are welcome. You may 
stay with your children or attend the Maun-
dy Thursday service in the parlor.  



 

 

Thank You 

Children’s Council 

There will be a Children’s Council Meeting 

on Sunday, March 4 at 9:15am. 

Membership and Nurture   

The Membership and Nurture Committee 
will meet on Thursday, March 1, at 5:30 
pm in the Parlor. Please contact Ruth 
Coldwell at 740-360-5369 if you are unable 
to attend. 

Dear Friends,                                                             
 Thank you for the generous contri-
bution of $460 for our Cents for Shoes pro-
gram. This donation will enable us to pro-
vide shoes for 23 children! What a pleasant 
surprise to receive a second check from Ep-
worth Church.                                                   
 We are in the process of raising 
funds for our back to school shopping trip, 
which will be held in late July. It is our goal 
to be able to provide shoes for every child 
that qualifies, and this donation will have us 
on the way to meeting this goal.   
 The faithful support of my church is 
very encouraging to me and the Cents for 
Shoes program.                          
 Blessings,                                      
 Robin Rick, Chairman 

 

College Care Committee and Congregation, 
 Thank you tremendously for the 
cards and gifts. It means a lot to know I am 
in the thoughts of many! I always think of 
home and hope everyone is doing well. 
Again, thank you for keeping me in your 
thoughts, I am always thinking of Marion.                  
  Sincerely,                                    
  Jonathan Green 

 

 A special thank you goes out to 
Donna Bodman for the beautiful blankets 
that she made for members of the G1 Youth 
Group! Thank you, Donna, for thinking of us. 
The youth love them!                                               
 Molly Levings,                         
 Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Dear Volunteers and Friends,                         
 I would like to thank you all for 
the delicious food you cooked for my 
mother’s services. Everyone appreciated it. 
I would also like to thank everyone that 
helped clean up after calling hours and the 
funeral. Mom sure had a great deal of 
wonderful people in her life. She loved to 
attend Sunday Services when she was able. 
            With love,                            
             The Family of Maggie Berry 

 

 Thank you to Jeannine Caudill for 
presenting at the PSDC’s Healthy Families 
Night. We appreciated her sharing her 
knowledge about how to stop the spread 
of infectious diseases and viruses.                            
  Page Gustin,                                     
  PS/DC Director  

 

 Thank you to all of the Children’s 
Council members, youth, and children who 
helped with the annual Pancake Break-
fast—we raised over $600.00 for camp 
scholarships. Thank you to Randy, Chris, 
Kyle, and Veronica Brown for donating 
sausage. Thank you to everyone who 
braved the weather and joined us for 
breakfast. We appreciate all of your help 
and support.                                                               
  Alycia Orcena 

Neighborhood Supper        

Epworth UMC will be hosting the neighbor-
hood supper at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
on Tuesday, March 6. It starts at 5:15pm, 
but we prepare the meal right before we 
serve the people in our community who 
come to the dinner. Extra hands are always 
welcome. For more information contact 
the church office at 740-387-8344.  

Dear Epworth United Methodist Church, 
 Thank you so much for making the 
Ronald McDonald House Charities House a 
home! Your contribution helps provide 
essential programming to support the 
health and well-being of children. From 
providing families of critically-ill children 
with a safe, warm, and welcoming environ-
ment, to increased access to healthcare, 
you are supporting our fundamental pro-
grams.                                                          
 Every single day, your kindness 
makes an impact for families of critically-ill 
children; you can feel confident that RMHC 
of Central Ohio provides needed resources 
in the most trying of circumstances. Simply 
put, without your help, we couldn’t sup-
port thousands of families in their greatest 
time of need.                                                                        
  With Sincere Gratitude,  
  Katherine McCabe,                   
  Annual Gifts Associate 

 

To Epworth,                                                               
 Thank you so much for the beauti-
ful prayer quilt. I take it to chemo with me, 
and it also comes in handy when I get 
chilled. Thanks so much for all your pray-
ers. Nothing is as powerful as prayers.      
  Nancy Rentschler 



 

 

Preschool/Daycare 

Save these Dates! 

Sunday, April 8 -  Confirmation Sunday 
and Reception 

Saturday, April 21 -  Boy Scout Spaghetti 
Dinner Fundraiser at Epworth 

Saturday, May 5 -  Chapel Hill House 
Community Work Day 

Godly Play Training 

 How is it March already?? Epworth Preschool and Daycare has been busy with 
little ones working hard all winter. Classes have been learning all about colors, numbers, 
letters & the sounds they make, animals, and so much more! Some of our students from 
Pandas, Owls, Bears, and Foxes will be graduating from Preschool and heading to kinder-
garten this year! This school year has flown by!                                                                            
 Highlights for March in the PSDC are St. Patrick’s Day, the Pie Sale, and Good Fri-
day. On March 16th, leprechauns visit us in the wee hours of the mornin’ to leave a scaven-
ger hunt for the students. Classes search for clues and end up with a pot o’ gold for their 
efforts when they reach the final clue! The pie sale started in February and continues this 
month. Please use the newsletter insert, bulletin insert, or see a PSDC student or staff 
member to order your Easter pies! We must sell 300 pies, so please help us out and share 
a pie with your family this Easter! The pies will be delivered to the church on March 28, 
2018. All pies MUST be picked up on that date. Finally, both the Preschool and Daycare will 
be closed on Good Friday in order for families to have an Easter break together this year. 
All classes resume on Monday, April 2nd for what is looking to be the busiest April yet!  

          

     We Appreciate Your Support 

 

Epworth Preschool and Daycare is selling Pie Peddler pies as a fund-

raiser. In supporting this endeavor, you are receiving a delicious clas-

sic dessert, made from scratch using only the freshest ingredients, just 

like homemade. These products are fresh baked, never frozen, and 

ready to eat when you receive them. Pies are 9” in diameter. On the 

order form below, please indicate how many of each kind of pie you 

would like, and return with payment by Friday, March 16.                  

All pies must be picked up on Wednesday, March 28.  Thank You!  

Fruit Pies -  $10.00 each  Cream Pies - $10.00 each 

_____ Apple     _____ Chocolate 

_____ Dutch Apple   _____ Coconut 

_____ Cherry    _____ Lemon 

_____ Peach    Specialty Pie - $12.00 each 

_____ Blueberry   _____ Pecan  

Name ___________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________ 

Phone Number ___________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed  $_______________________________            

(Make check payable to Epworth Preschool/Daycare) 

 Have you wondered what Godly 
Play is all about? We are inviting you to join 
us on Friday, March 2, 6:00-9:00pm, and/or 
Saturday, March 3, 8:00am-1:00pm (meals 
included) to learn more about Godly Play 
Training. We are in need of caring adults 
who are willing to give of their time, just 
two or three Sunday mornings a year, to 
lead the children in a Godly Play lesson. It is 
OKAY if you do not ‘know’ the Bible.  It is 
OKAY if you do not have an answer when 
children ask a question – in fact – it’s 
GREAT because we can wonder about their 
questions together. It is OKAY if you do not 
want to memorize a story, we have note 
cards, scripts, and stories printed out. We 
will support you in any way. But please 
consider giving of yourself to our children’s 
Sunday School program. Having children 
active in Sunday school brings moms and 
dads to Sunday School. Children who have 
the opportunity to engage with caring 
adults on a Sunday morning are more likely 
to come to church on a Sunday when they 
are youth, in college, and as young adults. 
Please contact Alycia Orcena, Director of 
Ministries with Children and Families     
aorcena@epworthumc.org or call the 
church office 740.387.8344 for more infor-
mation. 

mailto:aorcena@epworthumc.org


 

 

WisdomKeepers 

G1 Youth Group News                                                        

United Methodist Women-Women in Action 

United Methodist Women - Women in Action has a busy spring planned.  March 
17th is our Stamp, Scrap, and Craft event.  This day is a lot of fun, and helps us 
raise money for donations to many missions.  If you are a woman at Epworth, 
please consider registering for the event, bring your friends, and make a day of it!  
The price includes breakfast and lunch, plus many card making and craft classes, 
for all levels of skill/experience.  Please see the registration form on the next 
page for more information. If you can't attend the event, we would love to have 
you volunteer to help.  Many hands make light work! 
 
Looking ahead:                                                                                                                              
Spring Fling will be Monday, May 7th. 
Women's Retreat Date is May 11-12. The theme is “Finding your SHAPE” 
United Methodist Women's Sunday is May 13th. 
Mark your calendars!  
                                                                           - - Carole Agler, UMW President 

 Members of G1 have been hard 
at work with school, sports, musical 
practices, and much more. We have 
students involved in show choir, swim-
ming, basketball, multiple upcoming 
musicals, part-time jobs, Boy Scouts, 
dance, and band, just to name a few!  
However busy they are, they always 
make time for G1 every other Sunday 
night. If you see a youth member feel 
free to stop them and ask what all they 
have been up to. They would love to 
share their stories.  
 

Upcoming G1 Dates:                                                     
March 11 and 25, 5:00-7:00pm                                  
April 8 and 22, 5:00-7:00pm 

News from UMC Missions 

 Do you know of any new mission 
work we could do? 

Have you filled a P-U-R-P-L-E bag lately? 

Come join the fun - Mission Committee 
meets the last Monday of every month at 
6:30 pm!  

 Sue Cunningham                               
  Mission Committee 

Wanted for Stamp, Scrap, 

and Craft Day!!! 

If you have some CLAY flower pots with 
trays laying around that you are not us-
ing, we have a Craft Class which will be 
using them. Please see Judy Steele or 
Pat Murphy, or just put in the choir 
room.   Thanks so much!    

 WisdomKeepers will meet on 
Thursday, April 5, 2018 at 11:30am in Fel-
lowship Hall. Rev. David Hoffman will lead 
us with devotions, communion and hymns, 
followed by lunch. We will continue to cele-
brate Easter on Thursday. Shall we call it 
Easter Thursday? Please come for fun and 
fellowship. The elevator door will be open 
at 10:30am. If you would like transportation 
to this event, please call the church office at 
740-387-8344. 
 

BE PATIENT,                                                              
GOD ISN'T FINISHED WITH US, YET! 

Camping Updates! 

 We are pleased to announce 
camp scholarship opportunities for Ep-
worth children, youth, and families. We 
are able to offer up to a $125.00 scholar-
ships to any person interested in attend-
ing one of the West Ohio United Meth-
odist church summer camps. Camp 
Otterbein offers a special weekend fami-
ly camp on June 22-24, and we will offer 
each Epworth family who wishes to 
attend a scholarship of $250.00. There 
are a variety of other camps including a 
one-day (non overnight) camp, week- 
long themed camp, week-long 
‘traditional’ church camp, and family 
camping opportunities. We hope that 
you will consider registering for one of 
these fun camps. Please contact Alycia 
Orcena, Director of Ministries with Chil-
dren and Families at                                          
aorcena@epworthumc.org or call the 
church office 740.387.8344 for more 
information.  

mailto:aorcena@epworthumc.org


 

 

Epworth United Methodist Women present...   

Spring Stamp   

Scrap & Craft 
Saturday, March 17, 2018 

9:00am  -  5:00pm 

Calling all scrapbookers, paper crafters, crafters, and card makers of all levels and abilities!  

Join us for an all day creative event.  Over 15 Craft and Paper/Stamp Classes will be offered.  

In addition, quick “make it/ take it” activities will be offered throughout the day.  Whether 

you are a beginner or an experienced crafter, join us for a fun day of creative fellowship. 

Registration Fee: 

$35 pre-registration fee must be paid in advance (40 spaces available)  

Registration fee includes table space, meals (continental breakfast, lunch, and snacks), regis-

tration for classes/workshops, goodie bags, and door prizes.   Tickets for raffle prizes will be 

available for purchase. 

 

** Please bring a pair of scissors and paper adhesive for classes.  (please contact Annie Joseph 

740.360.4273 or Pat Murphy 419.563.5298 if you have questions) 

I will need table space for  (please circle  one)     SCRAPBOOKING         YES                        NO  

  

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to sit with: 

 

***All Proceeds go to Epworth United Methodist Women for Mission Projects 

Please make checks payable to Epworth UMW and return with your registration form to Alycia Orcena, Epworth UMC,                                                       

249 E. Center Street, Marion, Ohio  43302  alyorcena@gmail.com with questions.   



 

 

Health and Wellness 

    Infectious diseases account for up to 30 percent of all doctor visits in the United States.  Respiratory infections, including 
pneumonia and influenza, kill more than 240,000 Americans each year, and that number will probably be higher this year due 
to the severe flu season. Also, about 80 million cases of foodborne illnesses occur yearly in this country. Most cases are rela-
tively benign, but people do get seriously ill and even die from tainted food. However, practices such as good basic hygiene, 
safe food handling and preparation, keeping vaccines current, and using antibiotics correctly can protect against infectious dis-
eases.   

1.  Wash Hands:                                                                                                                                                                                                              
before you prepare food, treat a cut or wound, tend to babies and children or someone who is sick, and inserting or remov-
ing contact lenses or applying  makeup. 

after you use the bathroom, change a diaper, blow your nose, cough or sneeze,                                                                                                                                             
play with or touch a pet (particularly reptiles and exotic animals), clean pet areas, or handle garbage. 

To ensure clean hands: Use warm or hot running water and soap; work up suds washing hands for 15 to 20 seconds. Include 
all surfaces of your hands including wrists, palms, backs of hands, fingers and under fingernails. Note: Use hand sanitizer with 
60 percent alcohol if soap and water are not available. Remember, when possible, warm soap and water is always preferred to 
hand sanitizer. 

2.   Handle Food Safely: Only buy canned goods free of dents, cracks or bulges, and maintain refrigerator temperature at 40 
degrees or lower and freezer temperature at -0-degrees. Refrigerate or freeze meat and poultry immediately. Store meat in 
plastic or on a plate to keep juices from dripping on other foods. Wash hands - even if you are going to wear gloves – before 
and after handling raw meat, poultry, seafood or eggs, and before serving or eating food. Wash counters, equipment, utensils 
and cutting boards with soap and water immediately after use to prevent cross contamination, and do not use the same 
cutting board to cut meat and then fresh foods. Use plastic or glass surfaces to cut meat or poultry. Wash produce including 
prepackaged greens, even if prewashed. Thaw foods in the refrigerator or in the microwave and cook immediately.  Do not 
leave perishable foods at room temperature longer than two hours and one hour on hot summer days. Store eggs in their orig-
inal container and use within five weeks. 

3,   Keep vaccines current: Often thought of as kid stuff, vaccines are good medicine for grown-ups, too. In fact, the lives of 
up to 70,000 adults could be saved yearly with proper vaccination. Follow your physician’s recommendations to keep vaccines 
current and refer to CDC.gov to see a list of all adult and childhood vaccinations.   

4.  Use Antibiotics Correctly: Overuse and misuse of these drugs contribute to antibiotic resistant diseases leading to longer 
hospital stays, increasing health care costs, and increasing death rates. Two things to remember – antibiotics work on bacterial 
diseases only, not viral diseases such as flu and colds and they need to be taken as directed. Take the entire drug as prescribed. 
Stopping when you feel better may not kill all the bacteria, leading to resistance. 

Source:  National Foundation for Infectious Diseases                                                                                                                                                
          Jeannine Caudill 

Protect Yourself Against Infectious Diseases 
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Daylight Saving Time begins— 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

Spring Forward!  

The Church Office will close at noon on 

Good Friday, March 30. 


