
 

 

 
God’s Love in Action 

Growing Disciples through Compassionate Relationships 

Epworth United Methodist Church 

249 E. Center Street 

Marion, Ohio  43302 

740-387-8344 

churchoffice@epworthumc.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday through Friday 9:30 am—3:30 pm 
 

Sunday Worship 

8:30 am  Worship 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 
 

Rev. David L. Hoffman 

Pastor 
 

Alycia Orcena   

Director of Ministries  

with Children and Families 
 

 

Youth Ministry Coordinator  
 

Paula Aparis         

Financial Secretary 
 

Paula Dunn 

Church Secretary 
 

Pat Murphy 

Director of Chancel  

and Bell Choirs 
 

Kathy Walczak 

Organist 
 

Connie Slob 

Head Custodian 
 

Aaron Breece 

Part-Time Custodian 
 

Page Reefer 

Preschool/Daycare Director 

November 2018 

Dear Members and Friends of the Epworth United Methodist Church,                                               
                                                                                                                                                            
Each one of us has a story to tell of the many ways in which the church has been an im-
portant and guiding influence in our lives. One may share a story of growing up in the 
midst of the Epworth congregation surrounded by those who have loved and cared for 
them, who were willing and eager to relate their own faith experiences. Another will share 
a story of finding Epworth at just the right time in their life through a friend or neighbor or 
through a visit to a Bible study, a small group, or a worship service. Others will share sto-
ries of discovering Epworth as a place of welcome and acceptance, a place where one can 
search to find faith-filled answers to life’s complex questions. Still others will share stories 
of serving through Epworth by participating in one of its many ministry and outreach op-
portunities from serving our neighbors at the Christmas Eve Dinner, to preparing and serv-
ing a meal at the Neighborhood Supper, to collecting items for the food pantry and the 
Festival of Sharing. Everyone has a story to tell of how they have come to know this com-
munity of faith.                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                           
Through these experiences and many more, we have learned to believe in the goodness 
and the power of the church. We have learned that we can accomplish so much more to-
gether than we can as individuals. We have learned that it is okay to doubt, to ask ques-
tions, and to grow together in our faith. The church is a community where we belong.  The 
church is a gift by which we have been called to support one another through the many 
seasons of life. The church is a vehicle by which we are called to serve Christ, being and 
becoming the hands and feet to a hurting and divided world. The church only exists be-
cause of your willingness to faithfully support the church through your leadership and par-
ticipation, through your gifts and talents, and through your financial generosity.                            
                                                                                                                                                              
Annually, we are asked to make a commitment to the church in order to help the church 
look forward to the mission, outreach, programming, and staffing for the upcoming year. 
As we step forward to 2019, as your pastor, I will continue to lead the church in balancing 
our need to live within our means and our need to be visible and serving in the communi-
ty. This will require everyone’s participation and faithfulness.                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                    
As we finish this fiscal year and plan our budget for 2019, there are several realities to 
bring to your attention. First, over the last several years, due to death, we have experi-
enced the loss of a number of faithful, consistent, and generous givers. Second, last win-
ter, our unpledged giving to the church was at an all time low, putting stress on our cash 
flow. These two realities will make it impossible to close the gap between our projected 
income and our budgeted expenses. At our current level of giving, this would represent a 
$67,500.00 deficit. Our income has steadily grown over the years but has not outpaced the 
giving we have lost. Our expenses have remained flat over the past several years and will 
even decrease in 2019 while paying 100% of our conference and district apportionments 
and providing modest raises for our staff. In order to maintain our church and grow our 
ministry and mission, our giving and participation must increase.                                            
                                                                                                                                                                          
Moving forward, the work of the church will require everyone’s participation and faithful-
ness. What can we do together to continue to be and become a fiscally healthy, generous, 
and growing congregation?                                                                   (continued on next page)       

We Believe in the Church 



 

 

 Why do I attend and keep coming back to Epworth—even though I wasn’t brought up in this, or really any, church tradition? I 
think it is because Methodism—and Epworth—are about believing and doing.  This statement in the Social Principles and Social Creed puts 
it this way: The United Methodist Church believes God's love for the world is an active and engaged love, a love seeking justice and liberty. 
We cannot just be observers. So we care enough about people's lives to risk interpreting God's love, to take a stand, to call each of us into a 
response, no matter how controversial or complex. 

 What does that look like in the particulars of our life in Marion, Ohio? You may have heard, or perhaps not, that Elizabeth and I are 
adopting the little girl we’ve been caring for since her birth. It is, in large measure, our belief in the church, in that active and engaged love, 
that leads us into this adventure—even at an age where grandchildren are more the norm than adopting a 4-year-old!   

 As you enter Epworth from the parking lot, you cannot miss the sign behind the front desk that says “Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Doors.” I try to be honest with myself and others—and so, there came a time five years ago when those words became more than a 
slogan on the wall. When circumstances (or God?) put our path on a collision course with a pair of teenage sisters who needed help, those 
words loomed large. We could take the girls in, said Children Services, or they could go to a foster home outside Marion County. “Open 
hearts, open minds, open doors.” If we continued to walk past those words, there was only one pathway. The girls moved in the next day.   

 The older sister was pregnant. A month and a half later, little Alys was born. Now, almost five years later, her mother believes that 
allowing us to adopt Alys provides the greatest degree of protection and future well-being for this little girl. Her mother will stay as in-
volved as she wants to be in Alys’ life. But, codifying Alys’ status means that she will have the “forever family” she wants and needs. And, 
make no mistake, the Epworth family is very much a part of her “forever family.” Alys has grown up at Epworth as much as she has in our 
home. Her preschool/daycare experience and interaction with her church family will be invaluable in her future development.   

 Matthew 19:13-14 says, “Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and pray: and 
the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of    
heaven.” 
 
 And Psalm 68 proclaims: “Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation.  God settles the solitary in 
a home.”   
 
 So, thank you—for suffering the little children. And thanks to the church for the engaged faith we practice that leads to “open 
hearts, open minds, open doors.” Such is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
      Dave Claborn                                                                                                    

      October, 2018 

Opening the Door to Adoption 

  1)   Increase our weekly, monthly, or annual gift to the church by 5%.  (For example, if we are currently giving $100.00 
weekly, we are challenged to increase our giving to $105.00 per week or an annual increase $260.00 per year.) If everyone increases the 
amount that we currently give by 5%, this would add approximately $15,500.00 to next year’s annual income. Epworth UMC relies upon 
our weekly offering income to support the programming, salaries, utilities, and day-to-day operations of the congregation.  Working to-
gether, we can make a difference.                                                                                                                                                                                
  2)   Pledge!  Make an annual financial commitment to the church and its ministries. This will greatly help us to plan the 
mission, outreach, programming, and staffing for the upcoming year. Currently there are 63 identified giving units who do not make a 
pledge commitment to the church. If your financial situation changes during the year, you can always increase or decrease your level of 
commitment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  3)   Sign up for an automatic bill-pay program with your current financial institution. This will ensure that your offering 
makes it to Epworth UMC on a weekly basis. This program is usually offered at no charge from your financial institution.   

We have an amazing story to tell! The God who loves and cares for us has called us to step out in faith and make a difference in this com-

munity and in the world. 

 God has blessed us!   

 Rev. David Hoffman 

 Next week you will be receiving a stewardship mailing with more information and a commitment card. Please fill out the card and 

return it to the church on our Commitment Sunday, which is Sunday, November 11. 



 

 

The following members and friends of 
Epworth UMC have received a prayer quilt 
and our prayers: 

 Linda Sword for strength and healing; 

 Don Jones for strength and healing; 

 Greg Parks for peace and comfort; 

 Don Coldwell for healing and strength. 

   Those wishing to request a prayer quilt 
for themselves, a family member, a friend, 
or a neighbor, may contact the Church 
Office at 740-387-8344.  

Prayer Quilts Prayer Quilt Ministry 

 The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an 
important part of Epworth’s Outreach 
Ministry, giving hope and love to persons 
in a time of need or praise for special 
events. You are invited to join in the fel-
lowship and creative art of quilt making. 
The joy happens when someone receives 
a quilt. Often, stories return of how it 
changed or gave comfort to the receivers 
by knowing they are not alone during a 
hard time. Our days and times are as fol-
lows: 

1st Saturday of the month  
11:00am—2:00pm 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
4:00pm—6:00pm                                                      

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
4:00pm—6:00pm  

Pastoral Visits  

and Holy Communion 

 Rev. Hoffman visits regularly with 
persons who cannot always make it to 
church, as well as those who are residents 
at assisted living and extended care facili-
ties. Often these requests come from indi-
viduals themselves and sometimes from 
family members. If you would like Rev. 
Hoffman to visit and to bring Holy Com-
munion, please call the Church Office at 
740-387-8344, and a visit will be scheduled. 

Hospitalized?  Having Surgery?  Need 
Pastoral Care?  Please contact the church 
office at 740-387-8344 or call Rev. 
Hoffman directly at 614-949-7570 so that 
we may be attentive to your needs. 
(NOTE: The hospitals are no longer 
allowed to notify the church when 
anyone is admitted; therefore, it is up to 
the family to let us know if this happens.) 

LEAPIN’ OUTREACH MINISTRY  
November Focus 

 This important ministry helps 
people in need in the Marion area. All 
personal needs items donated by Epworth 
members support this ministry. The focus 
item for November is laundry soap. Please 
place items in the basket outside the 
church office near the food pantry items. 
Thanks for making a difference!  

Children’s Council 

 Starting in November, Children 
Council meetings will be held on the third 
Sunday of the month. The November Chil-
dren’s Council Meeting will be on   No-
vember 18th, at 9:30am.  

Advent Day                                        

Journey to Bethlehem 

 Children of all ages come and pre-
pare for the season of Advent on Saturday, 
November 24th from 9:30-11:00am. Par-
ents, grandparents, or other caring adults 
are asked to stay with your children as they 
experience the story of Mary and Joseph as 
they traveled and prepared for the birth of 
Jesus. Children will be a part of the story 
and create things to prepare their hearts 
and minds for Christ’s birth during the sea-
son of Advent.      

Poinsettias 

 You are invited to remember, hon-
or, and celebrate the lives of Loved Ones 
by ordering a live poinsettia that will help 
to prepare our sanctuary to celebrate the 
birth of the Christ Child. Poinsettias may be 
ordered October 28 through November 11. 
Please use the special poinsettia envelope 
found in the bulletin. Poinsettias will be 
placed on the altar on Sunday, December 
16 and may be taken home on Christmas 
Eve. A list of those who are being remem-
bered and honored will be listed in the 
bulletin on Sunday, December 16, as well 
as on Christmas Eve. There is no minimum 
donation suggested. Donations given above 
the cost of the poinsettias will be used by 
the Worship Committee to continue the 
beautification of our sanctuary. 

Altar Flower Sign-Up 2019                                  

 Beginning Sunday, November 4, 
the 2019 Flower Calendar will be posted 
outside the Church Office. Sign-ups are on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. You are encour-
aged to choose flowers that accompany the 
liturgical season. It is expected that two 
vases be provided. You are encouraged to 
take the arrangements from church and 
enjoy their beauty. Those wishing to have 
their arrangements donated to our home-
bound or nursing home residents may con-
tact the Church Office. You will receive a 
reminder from the Church Office at least a 
week prior to the Sunday that you have 
signed up to provide Altar Flowers. At that 
time, you will be asked the name(s) of the 
individual(s) whom you would like to me-
morialize or honor. 

Come Join Us Class Celebrates 

60 Years! 

 The Come Join Us Sunday School 
class was formed in 1958. This class was 
an off-shoot of the former Williams Class. 
The first teacher was Clifford Indoe. John 
White was part of the original class and is 
still an active member. Over the years the 
class has had many wonderful teachers 
including, but not limited to, Lyle Deviling, 
Art Vittur, Jane Oliphant, Lynn Poling, and 
Art Hamilton.                                                                                          
 Highlights of the class include 
enjoying many fall retreats at different 
Ohio state parks and raising funds to sup-
port many church and community pro-
jects. Our favorite fund raiser is making 
“Buckeyes”.                                                                    
 Currently the Come Join Us class 
meets every Sunday at 9:15 am in the 
Parlor and has just completed a study 
entitled “The Joy Stealers”. We will study 
the weekly Lectionary until we begin an 
Advent study which could be all about 
“Scrooge”.                                                                   
 We enjoy lively discussions dur-
ing our class time and also look forward 
to several social events during the year.       
 If you are looking for a place to 
be on Sunday morning, please “Come Join 
Us”. 



 

 

Thank You 

Dear College Care Committee,                                           
 Thank you so much for the card 
and money. I really appreciate everything 
the Epworth family does for me!.                                   
  Love,                                  
     Alexus Holmes 

 

Dear Friends,                                                             
 Thank you for your kind donation 
of School Kits, Hygiene Kits, and Emergen-
cy Clean-Up Buckets to Church World Ser-
vice. Your compassion has given individu-
als and families touched by disaster the 
tangible evidence that they matter; that 
someone cares; and they are not alone.                                
 Disasters can strike anywhere, 
anytime. They can take many forms; torna-
does, earthquakes, civil conflict, drought, 
hurricanes, and more. Caring people like 
you—who understand the urgency of re-
sponding after a disaster—allow people in 
crisis to receive help when they need it - 
and hope for the future.                                                                
 Here at home or overseas, when 
tragedy strikes your donations ensure that 
help is never far behind.                                                       
 With deepest gratitude,                                             
 Rev. John L. McCullough,                            
            President and CEO 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to cele-
brate our 60th Wedding Anniversary  with 
us. We enjoyed sharing our special day 
with so many of our Epworth friends.                     
       Joy and Wilbur Boyer 

 

Epworth United Methodist Church,                
 Thank you for allowing Boy Scout 
Troop 3 to repair and repaint the walls of 
the Epworth Coffee Shop! Thank you for 
your weeks of patience! Thank you for 
your donations to the project!                           
 Boy Scout Troop 3:                                   
 Christian Breece, Noah Breece, 
 Parker Davis, Noah Duncan, Erik 
 Felt, Sam Malone, Phillip 
 McCurdy, Randy Meade, 
 Sabashtion Roberts, Eli Shumaker, 
 Tory Taylor, Mitchel Wallingford, 
 Walker Williams, (Joshua Nutter), 
 Aaron Breece, Erick Felt, and Rob 
 Wallingford    

The Messiah 

 Join the Marion Civic Chorus for 
the 77th annual presentation of Handel’s 
Messiah, here at Epworth United Meth-
odist Church on Sunday, November 25,  
at 7:00 pm. Several of our church mem-
bers sing in this event, and it is a great 
way to get in the holiday spirit!   

Carey Christmas Concert 

 On Sunday, December 9th, at 4:30 
p.m., several of our Chancel Choir members 
will be singing in the annual Carey Ecumeni-
cal Christmas Concert at the Basilica and 
National Shrine Of Our Lady Of Consolation 
in Carey. The address is 315 Clay Street, 
Carey. Jack Gerding, the Director of Music 
at the Shrine, and Pat Murphy serve as Di-
rectors and Ruth Coldwell is one of the ac-
companists. In addition to the choir, our 
own Epworth Brass will be playing before 
the concert and accompanying some of the 
music during the concert.                              
 Following the concert, you can 
walk across the street to the Shrine Cafete-
ria to purchase “dinner!”  The food is deli-
cious and you can enjoy fellowship time 
with friends. Several of our Epworth mem-
bers have made the trip to Carey (which is a 
straight shot up Route 23), and say they 
have truly been blessed by the music. Those 
of us involved hope that you will want to 
make this part of your annual Christmas 
celebrations. If you have any questions, 
please see Pat Murphy.  

 Join us on Saturday, November 
24, beginning at 8:00am, as we prepare 
the church for the season of Advent and 
Christmas. Coffee, juice, and donuts will 
be provided. Please watch the Friendship 
Cards this month to sign up to help.  

Hanging of the Greens 

Thanksgiving Holiday -                     

Church Office Hours 

           The Church Office will be closed on 
Thursday, November 22 and Friday,       
November 23. It will reopen on Monday, 
November 26 at 9:30 am.                                           
Happy Thanksgiving from the Office Staff. 

Thanksgiving Offering Envelope 

       In an effort to reach out locally this 
Thanksgiving season, I am inviting you to 
join me in helping to support the Marion 
Junior Service Guild’s Christmas Clearing 
House. You are invited to use your 
Thanksgiving offering envelope located in 
your box of offering envelopes to make a 
contribution to this important and vital 
ministry in our community. Your Thanksgiv-
ing offering will be used to help the Junior 
Service Guild serve the families of Marion 
County. Last year, 824 children repre-
senting 437 families were assisted at 
Christmas time with gift cards, toys, hats, 
gloves, mittens, blankets, books, and non-
perishable food. Children aged newborn 
through age seventeen are served through 
this program. This annual event has been 
held for the past 70 years. The Junior Ser-
vice Guild is always in need of volunteers to 
assist in organizing and on the day of distri-
bution. To volunteer or to find out more 
information, please call Jodi Rife, 740-341-
5871.   

 Thank you to everyone who 
helped with the Popcorn Parade hotdog/
popcorn booth. We appreciate all of the 
donations of hotdogs and bottled water, 
as well as the volunteers who came to grill 
hotdogs, pop popcorn, and serve hungry 
parade goers. A special thanks to those 
who came to dine with us before the pa-
rade. A great time was had by all. Thank 
you for your continued support of Chil-
dren’s Ministry projects at Epworth UMC. 

 

Dear Epworth Family,                                                            
I was so pleased to receive a beautiful 
Prayer Quilt which accompanied me to 
the hospital for my hip surgery. I felt the 
power of prayer each time I looked at it 
and knew you all were praying for me!  
 Thank you again Dear Friends! 
 Judy Kiger 

Thank You 



 

 

News from UMC Missions 

WisdomKeepers 

Come Join Us Class                         

Buckeye Sale 

 Yes, it’s that time again! The 
Come Join Us Class is gearing up for 
their annual sale of Buckeyes. The 
members of the Come Join Us Class 
will be selling the Buckeyes on Sunday, 
November 4th following worship. The 
cost is $8.00 per dozen (12). The Come 
Join Us Class uses proceeds to support 
church programming, and local and 
long-distance outreach including Festi-
val of Sharing, Children’s Camp Schol-
arships, and the Minister’s Discretion-
ary Fund. 

College Care Committee                                                       Thanksgiving/Orchestra               

Sunday 

 Join us on the morning of Novem-
ber 18 at Epworth, during the 10:30am 
worship service, as we give thanks for the 
many gifts bestowed upon us by our Crea-
tor. Music for the service will be provided 
by both the Chancel Choir and the Epworth 
Orchestra. The Orchestra is comprised of 
the finest musicians from our church and 
the Marion community. Their musical offer-
ing has become a favorite Thanksgiving 
tradition at Epworth and a joyous way to 
usher in the season of Advent. Please come 
and be a part of this celebration and invite 
a friend or neighbor to join us. There will be 
one combined service at 10:30am. There 
will be no 8:30am service that morning. 
 Following worship, you are invited 
to celebrate the First Thanksgiving by join-
ing together for a meal in Fellowship Hall. 
Meat, beverages, and table service will be 
provided by the UMW. You are invited to 
bring a side dish or a dessert to share. 

The College Care Committee will be packag-
ing Care Packages to send to our college 
students before finals begin the end of No-
vember. We will need your items brought 
to the church by Sunday, November 4th. 
(See a list of items in your weekly eblast or 
in October’s Newsletter.) Please keep the 
following college students in your thoughts 
and prayers: 

         Hunter Boyd 

         Jonathan Green 

         Evan Hoffman 

         Alexus Holmes 

         Makayla Hopple 

         Carol King 

         Boston Osborne 

         Gavin Richards 

         Kaitlyn Spaide 

         Brendan Swihart  

 Thank you does not seem enough 
for all that our congregation does for differ-
ent mission projects. You continue to sup-
port the local pantries with your purple bag 
donations. During the last clothing drive we 
were able to take over four truckloads of 
clothing and other items to Leapin’ Out-
reach. On  October 7th we not only took 
down a car load of donated items, but we 
also served a meal to the families at Ronald 
McDonald House that evening. The families 
were so appreciative of the meal consisting 
of baked chicken, mock swiss steak, mac ‘n 
cheese, green beans, scalloped potatoes, 
corn casserole, fruit, cookies, and cake. Our 
master chef, Mr. Mark Murphy, baked three 
different kinds of cakes and directed our 
committee on the preparation of the meats. 
Chef Sue Cunningham assisted on the side 
dishes. Those assisting the chefs were Jean-
nine Caudill, Janet Rainey, Elaine Rice, Jeff 
Ruth, and Connie Slob. 

Donated items 

Dinner Crew 

WisdomKeepers will meet Thursday, Decem-
ber 6, 2018 at 11:30am for our Christmas 
Party. 
We will meet for devotions, Holy Commun-
ion, and singing. For December, we will en-
joy heavy hors d'oeuvres for our lunch as            
many of you bring one of your favorite 
Christmas Holiday delicacies to share. 
We will revisit "Tell Your Story", with more 
questions that might spur a memory you are 
willing to write about, or share your story 
with others. Do you have a special Christmas 
or Holiday memory to share? 
We invite any one of retirement age to join 
us, whether you have attended before or 
not. 
Invite a friend, and come share a time of 
fellowship and fun.  
Anyone in need of transportation may call 
the church office, 740-387-8344. 
  
Be patient, God isn't finished with us, YET.  

                         It is time to ring in our new                                                                      
          year with the annual Mock                             
          New Year’s Eve party on Fri-         
          day, December 28th. There 
          will be heavy hors d’oeuvres, 
music, dancing, and more in Fellowship 
Hall. The fun will start about 5:00pm with a 
ball drop at 8:00pm. We hope you will join 
us!  

Mock New Year’s Eve Party                                                 

Wanted:  Highly motivated individual to 
work with youth, grades 6th - 12th. The 
Coordinator of Youth Ministries will work 
approximately 10 hours per week facili-
tating our Youth Program. The position 
will run from September through May and 
will include most Sunday mornings, some 
Sunday evenings, and some weekend re-
sponsibilities. Additional summer hours 
are a possibility. The Coordinator of Youth 
Ministries will work under the supervision 
of the pastor. Applicant must be at least 
23 years of age to abide by our Safe Sanc-
tuary procedures. Previous experience is 
preferred. Send a statement of experi-
ence and skills to:  Epworth United Meth-
odist Church, 249 E. Center St., Marion, 
OH  43302. Accepting applications imme-
diately until position is filled.  

Part Time Coordinator of Youth 

Ministries Position Available                                            

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiq-tq35I3eAhXHz4MKHUEtCVgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theholidayspot.com%2Fthanksgiving%2Fclip_art%2F&psig=AOvVaw0-C1ftLak9pkvvA45qUm_n&ust=1539876296011092


 

 

Preschool/Daycare 

United Methodist Women- 

Women in Action 

 UMW Women-In-Action just 
hosted another successful Stamp, 
Scrap, and Craft Event on October 13. 
All monies raised will be used to sup-
port missions: locally, nationally, and 
globally. Our next gathering will be 
Monday, November 12, at 6:00pm. We 
will be eating a meal before the gather-
ing. Please join us! 
 The First Thanksgiving Potluck 
will be Sunday, November 18th, after 
the Orchestra Sunday Service. Bring 
your favorite dish to share. The meat, 
rolls, and beverages will be provided by 
UMW.   
 United Methodist Women is 
the largest denominational faith organi-
zation for women with approximately 
800,000 members whose mission is 
fostering spiritual growth, developing 
leaders, and advocating for justice. 
Members raise up to $20 million each 
year for programs and projects related 
to women, children, and youth in the 
United States and in more than 100 
countries around the world.   
 Carole Agler, UMW President 

Christmas Eve Dinner 

 Preparations are currently under-
way for our annual Christmas Eve Dinner. 
Now is the time to plan how you and your 
family can share the spirit and wonder of the 
season, as we once again welcome our 
neighbors for dinner on Christmas Eve. It 
takes the coordinated effort of many hands 
to prepare and serve dinner to our 350+ 
guests. Though most of the activity happens 
between 10 am and 7 pm on December 24, 
there are many things to be done in the days 
leading up to Christmas Eve. For 32 years, 
this annual event has been an important 
Christmas tradition for our Epworth family. 
We hope that you will choose to make it a 
part of your Christmas tradition this year, as 
well. Please use the form to the right to indi-
cate how you would like to help, and return 
it in the offering plate or to the Church 
Office. 

Christmas Eve Dinner Volunteer Form 

    I (we) would like to help: 

⃝ Clean-up (during and after dinner) 

⃝ Providing 2 dozen homemade cookies (to the church kitchen by 10 am 

on December 24) 

⃝ Preparing plates of cookies at church (10 am on December 24) 

⃝ Cooking and other kitchen tasks (help is needed a few days before and 

all day on December 24) 

⃝ Serving our guests at the Christmas Eve dinner 

⃝ I want to help but need more information. Please contact me. 

    Name(s): __________________________________________ 

 

    Phone #: __________________________________________ 

 

    Email: _____________________________________________  

Please return this form to the church office if you can volunteer. Thank you! 

Name ________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number________________________________________________ 

I would like to volunteer for Grandparents’ Day on Thursday, November 15, 2018.              

I am willing to:     _____ Bake cookies     _____ Donate a  gallon of punch                          

                 _____ Donate 1 lb. of cheese     _____ Donate a fruit tray                                                      

                 _____ Donate a box of crackers      _____ Donate money $_____ 

_____ I would like to help at a station during Grandparents’ Day from 9am – 11am 

_____ I would like to help at a station during Grandparents’ Day from 5pm – 7pm 

 

I would like to volunteer unloading the truck and preparing greenery 

from the PSDC fundraiser on Friday, December 7, 2018. 

_____ I can work from 9am – 11am (unpacking & sorting)  

_____ I can work from 11am – 1pm (assembling & sorting)  

_____ I can work from 5pm – 6:30pm (packing away for the night) 

_____ I am willing to deliver greenery orders to church members who cannot pick up on 

this date. 

The PSDC appreciates your willingness to support us and help 
with our activities/fundraisers. Please return the form below to 
the church office if you can volunteer. Thank you! 



 

 

Health and Safety 

Epworth Travelers 

I know. It’s not Christmas yet. But it is FLU SHOT TIME! The time when that twinkle in your eye is really tears of dread. The time when eve-
ry brain cell is thinking of an excuse to avoid getting one. 

“I never get the flu and I never get the shot!” 
“I heard it doesn’t even work!” 
“I’m telling you every time I get the shot I get the flu!” 
…and the number one reason?  “I hate needles!” 

So what can I tell you to maybe make you reconsider this year?                                                                                                                                         
 The 2017-2018 flu season accounted for 80,000 flu related deaths in the United States. This is the highest number in over 40 
years.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 The most common complication from the flu that can lead to death is a bacterial infection of the lungs, or bacterial                   
pneumonia.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 Who is most at risk? Children under the age of 5, and especially those younger than 2, as well as people who are 65 and older are 
more likely to develop complications from flu. Also in the higher-risk group are pregnant women and people with chronic medical condi-
tions such as lung disease, heart disease, diabetes, and neurologic conditions. 

The National Foundation for Infectious Diseases clearly tells you why to get the shot this year:                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1. You are vulnerable.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
People 65 and older are at higher risk of flu-related complications, but the flu can knock young, healthy people off their feet, too. It does 
every year. And, even when it's not that severe, it's still bad. "If you get the flu, you're down for the count for about a week." Here's a so-
bering thought: Healthy children die from flu, too. According to the CDC, 172 American children and teens (under the age of 18) died from 
the flu last winter. Eighty percent of them had not received a flu vaccine. And about half had no underlying illnesses before getting the flu. 
In other words, they'd been healthy children.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

2. Getting a flu shot is your civic duty.                                                                                                                                                                             
"Nobody wants to be the dreaded spreader," says Dr. William Schaffner, Professor of Preventive Medicine. But everybody gets the flu 
from somebody else. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, people who have caught the flu virus are contagious 
one day before they start to feel sick and for up to seven days after. So getting the flu shot will help protect your family, friends and co-
workers. "It's the socially correct thing to do," Schaffner says.                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

3. You can still get the flu, but you won't be as sick.                                                                                                                                                            
After last winter's severe season, some people are skeptical. They say: "I got the flu shot, but I still caught the flu." In fact, the 2017-18 
season was the deadliest in more than 40 years. And yes, it's true that the vaccine does not offer complete protection. The CDC estimates 
that flu vaccination reduces the risk of the virus by about 40 to 60 percent. Think of it this way: If you catch the flu, the vaccine does still 
offer some protection. It cushions the blow. "Your illness is likely to be milder" if you've had a flu shot, says Schaffner. You're less likely to 
get pneumonia, which is a major complication of the flu, and less likely to be hospitalized.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

4. Pregnant women who get the flu shot protect their babies from flu.                                                                                                                     
Women who are pregnant should be vaccinated to protect themselves. The vaccine also offers protection after babies are born. "Women 
can pass the protection on, across the placenta," Schaffner explains. And this will protect their baby during the first six months of life, until 
the baby is old enough to be vaccinated.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

5. You cannot get flu from the flu vaccine.                                                                                                                                                                                    
It's still a common misperception: the idea that you can get the flu from the flu shot. "That's, of course, incorrect," says Schaffner. The 
most common side effects are a sore arm, and perhaps a little swelling. "A very small proportion of people, 1 to 2 percent, get a degree of 
fever," Schaffner says. That's not the flu, he explains. "That's the body reacting to the vaccine."                                                                                                                                                                                          
Because the flu is unpredictable, it's too soon to know what to expect this winter. But Schaffner has this advice: Don't wait. "The time 
to get vaccinated is right now," he says.     

        “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year!”         by Butch Smith  

 What excitement awaits us today? Let’s get into the holiday spirit on this tour! We will have a nice lunch, stop for some holiday 
sights, and some shopping to get you in the spirit. Of course, this tour will end during the night time hours so we can see plenty of twinkling 
holiday lights. Don’t worry about the forecast, we have planned for all types of weather. Please join us and bring a friend. What better way 
to share the holiday yuletide? We will depart at 9:00am and return approximately 7:30/8:00pm. The cost is $68 per person (if minimum 
number is not reached by November 16th, the trip will be cancelled) Contact Alycia at aorcena@epworthumc.org or 740-387-8344, exten-
sion 12 to sign up for this trip.  

Christmas Mystery Tour 
Monday, December 3rd 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/spotlights/reported-flu-children-deaths.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/vaccineeffect.htm
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God’s Love in Action 

Growing Disciples Through Compassionate Relationships 

 

Friday, November 30th - wear your pj’s and get 
ready to join us for some holiday fun. Dinner 
will be provided at 6:00pm with the movie fol-
lowing. A family friendly holiday classic will be 
shown to help you get into the Christmas spirit.  

Daylight-Saving Time  ends—  

Sunday, November 4 Veteran’s Day—November 11 Thanksgiving Day—November 22 

Dinner and a Movie                                                    
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