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 Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
It is difficult for me to understand why it is that we always need a tragedy in our lives, or in the 
lives of others, to really contemplate and understand that phrase. When bad things happen 
and we come together, somehow we are able to see more clearly the unity and community 
that God calls us to reflect. We are able to work together despite our conflicts and differences 
and do great things. One pastor speaking about this text, wrote this to his colleagues: “There 
is so much that is challenging in our world just now – from hurricanes to displays of hate, from 
injustice to intolerance – that the world desperately needs us to be the Body of 
Christ. Moreover, there is so much going on in the lives of your members – from heartaches 
we barely sense to hopes we can scarcely imagine – that they also need to be cared for by, 
and to be part of, the Body of Christ. And so I’ll say it again: authentic community is hard. But 
also powerful. And healing. And a tremendous witness. And a heck of a lot of work, to be sure, 
but always worth it.” 
 In the midst of all that is happening, what does it mean for us to be gathered togeth-
er in Christ’s name? And what does it mean to demonstrate individually, as a community, and 
as a nation, the love, healing, and support that Christ expects? It is an important question. 
What does it mean to be gathered here together in Christ?   
 “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them,” Jesus said. 
Jesus was actually repeating an ancient Hebrew benediction, which basically said that God will 
be watching to see that we keep our promises to one another. God will be watching – paying 
attention – to see that we keep our promises to one another. There is nothing wrong with 
affirming Jesus’ presence with us -- as long as we recognize and realize that there is also an 
element of judgment that comes with Jesus’ presence. Jesus is here; present in the midst of 
us; reminding us of our duty to one another; and as a standard for us to measure our behavior 
against.   
 With what is happening right now in the lives of so many -- we feel so helpless. What 
can we do? One thing this text can allow us to do is to put our lives in perspective...we are 
blessed!  Christ is with us! We feel a need to do something. Maybe this strikes a cord with our 
own situation and our own vulnerability. If this could happen to others -- it could happen to 
us. 
 There is so much that is challenging the world just now – from hurricanes to displays 
of hate, from injustice to intolerance – that the world desperately needs us to be the Body of 
Christ. 
 This was made clear to me in the summer of 1993. I, along with Melissa, was with a 
mission team from this congregation working with UMCOR doing rehabbing and construction 
in Homestead, Florida following the destruction of Hurricane Andrew. The team consisted of 
twenty youth and adults. One day, I was on the roof installing plywood with one of the youth. 
From our vantage point, all you could see around us was destruction, and this was a year fol-
lowing the hurricane. It was overwhelming to see all of the piles of debris. The youth was real-
ly frustrated and almost in tears. I asked him what was bothering him. He took a risk and 
asked me a question that I will never forget. He asked me, “With all of this destruction and 
pain in people’s lives, what is the church doing?” I was stunned to silence by his question – I 
took our presence there for granted. I realized that he didn’t understand. “You are the 
church!” I told him. “We, together, are the church!” There are those who have come before us 
and there are those who will come after us to help rebuild and to assist people in putting their 
lives back together. 
 You are the church – and our community, our nation, and our world desperately need 
us to be and become the Body of Christ. And Christ has promised to be in our midst and go 
with us.                                                           - - Yours in the Body of Christ, David                                                                          

You Are the Church! 



 

 

LEAPIN’ OUTREACH MINISTRY  
October Focus 

The following members and friends of 
Epworth UMC have received a prayer quilt 
and our prayers: 

 Jace Dale Toy for a healthy and happy 
life. 

 Nicholas Aparis for successful hip 
surgery and speedy recovery. 

 Robin Wickham for healing and 
comfort. 

                                                                                
Those wishing to request a prayer quilt for 
themselves, a family member, a friend, or 
a neighbor, may contact the Church Office. 

Prayer Quilts Red Roses 

 This important ministry helps 
people in need in the Marion area. All 
personal needs items donated by 
Epworth members support this ministry. 
The focus item for October is razors. 
Place items in the basket outside the 
church office near the food pantry items. 
Thanks for making a difference!  

Prayer Quilt Ministry 

 The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an 
important part of Epworth’s Outreach 
Ministry, giving hope and love to persons 
in a time of need or praise for special 
events. You are invited to join in the fel-
lowship and creative art of quilt making. 
The joy happens when someone receives 
a quilt. Often, stories return of how it 
changed, or gave comfort to the receivers 
by knowing they are not alone  during a 
hard time. Our days and times are as fol-
lows: 

1st Saturday of the month  
11:00 am—2:00 pm 

2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month  
4:00 pm—6:00 pm                                                      

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
4:00 pm—6:00 pm  

A red rose was placed on the altar during   
worship to celebrate the birth of the follow-
ing individual: 

 Evaley Ann Hendrix, daughter of Lacey 
and Ryan Hendrix, was born on Sep-
tember 2. The proud Great-
Grandparents are Bob and Carol Birch-
field. 

Pastoral Visits  

and Holy Communion 

 Rev. Hoffman visits regularly with 
persons who cannot always make it to 
church, as well as those who are residents 
at assisted living and extended care facili-
ties. Often these requests come from indi-
viduals themselves and sometimes from 
family members. If you would like Rev. 
Hoffman to visit and to bring Holy Com-
munion, please call the Church Office, and a 
visit will be scheduled. 

Hospitalized?  Having Surgery?  Need 
Pastoral Care?  Please contact the church 
office at 740-387-8344 or call Rev. 
Hoffman directly at 614-949-7570 so that 
we may be attentive to your needs. 
(NOTE: The hospitals are no longer 
allowed to notify the church when 
anyone is admitted; therefore, it is up to 
the family to let us know if this happens.) 

 Sign-ups are on a first-come, first-
serve basis. There are still Sundays availa-
ble. You are encouraged to choose  flowers 
that accompany the liturgical  season. It  is 
expected that two vases be provided.  You 
are encouraged to take the arrangements 
from church and enjoy their beauty. Those 
wishing to have their arrangements donat-
ed to our homebound or nursing home resi-
dents may contact the Church Office. You 
will receive a reminder from the Church 
Office at least a week prior to the Sunday 
that you have signed up to provide Altar 
Flowers. At that time, you will be asked the 
name(s) of the individual(s) that you would 
like to memorialize or honor. 

Altar Flower Sign-Ups                                 

 In addition to reading the names 
of the  departed Church members from 
the past year on All Saints’ Day, we will 
also have an opportunity to remember 
other saints in our lives. During the month 
of October, at several locations around 
the church, you are invited to attach bells 
to ribbons as an act of remembrance for 
these individuals. During worship on All 
Saints’ Day, November 5th, the Bell Ban-
ner will be carried into the  sanctuary. The 
ringing of the bells will serve as a remind-
er of all of the people who have had a 
significant impact on our lives. 

All Saints’ Day Bell Banner 

College Care Committee                                                        

 The College Care Committee will 
be collecting items to send to our college 
students in a November Care Package. 
Please bring your donations to church be-
fore Sunday, November 8th. Think of things 
you might like to get in a care package such 
as: granola bars, Easy Mac, hot chocolate, 
tea, candy, chocolate, peanut butter crack-
ers, individual bags of treats, gum, micro-
wave popcorn, cards, pens, highlighters, 
and fidgets. 

Save the Date: Advent Day 

 Saturday, November 25th—Advent 
Day—a great way for children and families 
to get ready for the Advent season. Chil-
dren will create an Advent story calendar 
which they can use throughout the Advent 
season with their family. Open to all chil-
dren. Grownups should plan to say with 
your child as you help them (when needed) 
participate in the activities. 



 

 

Thank You 
 Thank you all for the beautiful 
prayer quilt! It’s so nice to know there are 
kind-hearted people in this world like you!  
 Love,                                                 
 Michael, Kayla, and Kenton Forry  

                                                                                        
Epworth United Methodist Church,                             
 Thank you for preparing and serv-
ing a delicious dinner for our families and 
staff. We appreciate you!                                              
 The Families and Staff at The 
 Ronald McDonald House 

 

 Thank you to everyone who helped 
with the Popcorn Parade Hotdog Stand. 
Through your donations and your volunteer 
time, we helped to raise almost $200 for 
Chapel Hill House.                                                       
 Thank you for your generosity. 

WisdomKeepers 

 WisdomKeepers will gather for 
"Harvest Home" on October 5, 2017 at 
11:30am in Fellowship Hall.                 
 This month we will have our tra-
ditional devotional message by Pastor 
David Hoffman and Communion followed 
by lunch.                                                   
 We will have an October Sur-
prise. Hint--there will be a photo op for 
anyone who wishes to participate.  
You are invited to join us for fun and fel-
lowship!  
 Please call the church office at 
740-387-8344 if you are in need of trans-
portation. The elevator will be open by 
10:30am.                                                                                 
"Be patient; God isn't finished with us, 
yet.”   

You’re invited to attend the 

Epworth Preschool & Daycare 

Annual Historic Cemetery Tour 

Sunday, October 8, 2017 

2-4pm 

(Rain date: Oct. 15th – same time) 

Admission will be a $5 suggested donation 

Guests who have sponsored the tour get 2 free admissions! Thank you!  

Golf cart & driver will be available for those guests who wish to tour, but have mobility 

issues.  

G1 Youth Group News                                                        

 We had an amazing turnout for 

our G1 kickoff party. We had 16 sixth 

through eleventh graders at Blue Fusion 

enjoying bowling, pizza, soda, and fellow-

ship. We are truly blessed with a great 

group of youth here at Epworth, and this 

year promises to be AMAZING!!!                               

 Confirmation started on Septem-

ber 17 with six youth! We have a great 

group of students with lots of great discus-

sions and many, many laughs.                                          

 If you see a G1 Member around, 

please feel free to stop them and ask them 

what we have been up to! They are all busy 

with school, sports, band, music, and family 

commitments; yet they always make time 

for G1.                                                                                 

  - - Molly Levings   
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 Sauder Village Tour (Friday, October 6, 2017) - $75.00 

 Henry Ford Factory & Museum Tour (Friday, November 10, 2017) - $78.00 

 Mystery Christmas Tour!! (Thursday, November 30, 2017) - $65.00 

 Adult  

 Senior (65+)  

 Total Amount Enclosed: _________________ 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

Fall Day Trips 2017 

Sauder Village  
Friday, October 6th 
Travel through scenic roads as you leave the 
busy world behind. Our day begins with a 
mystery stop!  Something sweet perhaps? 
Then on to Sauder Village for lunch in the 
homestead restaurant followed by an after-
noon of touring Sauder Village. Costumed 
docents will greet us in each of the historical 
buildings to share more information. If the 
weather cooperates, we shall see some fall 
foliage on this trip. 
$75 per person Lunch INCLUDED! 
Deadline to register  October 1st  
Departs at 8:00am returning approx. 5:00pm 

 
 
Henry Ford Factory & Museum 
Friday, November 10th 
Today we will travel a little farther, but to a 
highly requested location.  We will venture 
across the Ohio border to that state up north 
and stop first at the Ford Factory in Dear-
born, MI for a guided tour. The Henry Ford 
historical museum is a short trip up the road, 
where you will be able to see Model T’s, cars, 
trains, planes, and all sorts of interesting 
things!  Lunch will be on your own.  There are 
three restaurants at the museum. 
Deadline to register November 5  
Departs at 7:30am returning approx. 7:30pm 

Christmas Mystery Tour 
Thursday, November 30th 
What excitement awaits us today?  Let’s 
get into the holiday spirit on this tour.  
We will have a nice lunch, stop for some 
holiday sights, and some shopping to get 
you in the spirit. Of course, this tour will 
end during the night time hours so we 
can see plenty of twinkling holiday lights.  
Don’t worry about the forecast, we have 
planned for all types of weather.  Please 
join us and bring a friend.  What better 
way to share the holiday yuletide? 
$65 per person 
Deadline to register  November 25th 
Departs at 9:00am returning approx. 8:30pm 

 
Space is limited. 
 
Tour price includes transportation via 
coach, admissions, entrance fees, and 
driver gratuity.  
 
Meals are on your own unless otherwise 
stated. 
 
$25 deposit holds your spot on any tour, 
with the remainder due on the registra-
tion date.   
 
All tours will depart and return to Ep-
worth UMC.   

Traveling is FUN, but a     

journey...lasts a lifetime 

 

It’s fun to travel to places, but 

when you can journey with 

friends it creates memories that 

can last a lifetime. Epworth 

Travelers would like to invite 

you to join with us, as we jour-

ney around the state of Ohio 

and perhaps even beyond. Day 

trips and overnights...the possi-

bilities are endless! Will you 

journey with us? 

Epworth 

Travelers & 

Friends 



 

 

United Methodist Women-Women in Action 

 We had 15 members attend our gathering and potluck at Chapel Hill House on Monday, September 11. It was wonderful to have 
such a great turnout! We supplied the items for 4 flood buckets for the Festival of Sharing. Many members were also present on Tuesday, 
September 12, to assemble school, and hygiene kits, as well as flood buckets. Thanks to the many hands who helped with this endeavor. 
Special thanks to Linda Middleton for chairing this event. 
       UMW will be serving the ‘dinner and a movie’ dinner on Friday, October 20th.  Anyone interested in helping can just show up that 
night!   
       Don't forget about the Stamp, Scrap and Craft event on Saturday, October 28th!  This is a fun event to be a part of, whether you want 
to participate or come and help!  Please contact me if you would like to help, or gather some friends and fill out the registration. The fee 
includes continental breakfast, lunch, snacks, many card classes, craft classes, space to scrapbook, door prizes, and goody bags. All pro-
ceeds go to fund UMW missions.   
        Some dates of upcoming events to mark on your calendar:                       
November 19th, First Thanksgiving Potluck                                                                                                                                                                                                       
February 18th, Sweetheart Luncheon                                                                                                                                                                                                         
March 17th, Next Stamp, Scrap and Craft                                                                                                                                                                                                     
May 13th, UMW Sunday 
 
Epworth UMW is open to ALL women of the church, whether or not you have ever participated before. Please let us know how you would 
like to be involved!  
                                                                        - - Carole Agler, UMW President. 740-361-5689 

Holiday Stamp,              

Scrap, & Craft 

Saturday, October 28th, 2017                                                                                 

9:00am  -  6:00pm                                               

Epworth UMW Church 

Calling all scrapbookers, paper crafters, crafters, and card makers of all levels and abilities!  Join us for an all day 

creative event!  Over 15 paper/stamp classes and several holiday craft classes will be offered. In addition, quick 

‘make it take it’ activities will be offered throughout the day. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced craft-

er, join us for a fun day of creative fellowship. 

Registration Fees: 

$35 pre-registration fee must be paid in advance (40 spaces available)  

Registration fees include table space, meals (continental breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks), registration for 

classes/workshops, goodie bags, and door prizes. Tickets for raffle prizes will be available for purchase.  

** Please bring a pair of scissors and paper adhesive for classes.  (Please contact Annie Joseph 740.360.4273 or 

Pat Murphy 419.563.5298 if you have questions) 

I will need table space for  (please circle one)     SCRAPBOOKING    YES                NO     

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ________________________ 

I would like to sit with:   

**All proceeds go towards Epworth United Methodist Women mission projects                                                                                                    

 Please make checks payable to Epworth UMW and return with your registration form to Alycia Orcena, Epworth UMC,                   

   249 E. Center, Street; Marion, Ohio  43302  alyorcena@gmail.com with questions.   



 

 

Epworth Travelers 

 

Sunday, October 1st, 2017                                      

Lehner’s Farm 
3:00-5:00pm Enjoy Lehner’s Activities                             

5:00pm Dinner in the picnic area—look for Epworth Staff                                                                        

6:00pm Hayride (all together)  
Hayride, Dinner, and Activities  -  $6.00                                               

(over 60 is $3 and children under 3 FREE)  
Hotdogs, s’more fixin’s                              

and water provided                      

Please bring a side dish or dessert                                                                                   

                                                            

Bring your family and friends                                        

All are                                                                         

WELCOME!! 

 Join us on Friday, October 20th 
for dinner, served by Epworth’s UMW, 
beginning at 5:30 pm and a movie to 
follow approximately at 6:15 pm. Come 
join us when you can. Popcorn and drinks 
provided.                                                      
Movie Hint:  Sometimes babies can be so 
bossy. 

Hold the Date:                                                         
November Dinner and a Movie Date:                                    
Friday, November 17th 

Dinner and a Movie 

   Come  Join Us Class Buckeyes 

Yes, it’s that time again! The Come 
Join Us Class is gearing up for their 
annual sale of Buckeyes. The 
members of the Come Join Us Class 

will be selling the Buckeyes on  November 5th  
following worship. Advance orders are greatly 
appreciated. Orders may be turned in to the Church 
Office or any member of the Come Join Us Class. 
Payment needs to be received with orders. Questions 
regarding orders may be directed to any of the 
members of the Come Join Us Class. The Come Join Us 
Class uses proceeds to support church programming, 
and local and long-distance outreach including Festival 
of Sharing, Children’s Camp Scholarships, and the 
Minister’s Discretionary Fund. 

Homemade Buckeyes 

Made by Come Join Us Class for Service Projects 

Pre-orders Appreciated by October 29. 

Sale and Pick Up Orders on November 5, 2017 

Cost:  1 baker’s dozen @ $8.00 

Milk Chocolate________  Dark Chocolate_______ 

  

Name:________________________   Paid______ 

Phone____________ 

 Join us on Wednesday, October 
18th for our 3rd Annual Spaghetti Din-
ner! Dinner will be available for dine in 
or carry out beginning at 4:30 pm until 
7:00 pm. Cost: $5.00 for spaghetti, salad, 
bread, and a beverage. Dessert bar for a 
donation. All proceeds will benefit the 
Epworth UMC Camp Scholarship Fund 
for children, youth, and families to 
attend one of the West Ohio Conference 
UMC camping opportunities.  

Spaghetti Dinner 



 

 

Health and Wellness 

Pneumonia is an infection that inflames the air sacs in one or both lungs. Pneumonia tends to be more prevalent in the 
fall and winter, but also can occur anytime of the year depending on the cause. The air sacs may fill with fluid resulting 

in a cough with phlegm, which can be clear or contain purulent (pus) material, fever, shaking chills, and difficulty breathing. Pneumonia can 
be caused by bacteria, viruses, and fungi either by breathing in germs through the air from other infected people (yes, pneumonia caused 
by germs is contagious so stay at home if you are sick) or by aspiration into the lungs of noxious materials or fluid containing germs.  Pneu-
monia can range from mild to life-threatening especially for infants, young children, people older than 65, and those with compromised 
immune systems and other diseases such as COPD (chronic obstructive lung disease), influenza (the mortality rate of persons with influenza 
which develops into pneumonia is 50 percent), and asthma or smoking among other conditions.   

Signs and Symptoms of bacterial pneumonia include coughing, bloody, yellow or green phlegm production, chest pain, shaking chills, 
shortness of breath, fatigue, and fever usually around 102° to 104°. Note: Temperature may be abnormally low in the elderly or those with 
compromised immune systems. Other symptoms may include nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea.  Viral pneumonia symptoms are basically the 
same, but with small amounts or slight phlegm production.   

Diagnosis for all types of pneumonia begins with a chest x-ray, pulse oximetry to determine blood oxygen level, and blood tests. Results 
showing slight or no white blood cell elevation indicate viral or aspiration pneumonia and an elevated white cell count is an indication of 
bacterial pneumonia. A sputum (phlegm) culture is usually done to see if there is bacterial growth. No bacterial growth is indicative of viral 
or aspiration pneumonia.  

Treatment for bacteria pneumonia will include antibiotics for 7 to 10 days, rest, possible oxygen therapy, deep breathing exercises, in-
creased fluids, and steroids; hospitalization depends upon response to therapy and severity of infection. Treatment for viral pneumonia is 
determined by symptoms and may include bed rest, adequate fluids, oxygen therapy, and hospitalization with ventilator support depending 
on severity of symptoms. Treatment for aspiration pneumonia is similar to that for viral pneumonia with the addition of antibiotics depend-
ing on the substance aspirated. 

What Should You Do? See your doctor if you have difficulty breathing, chest pain, persistent fever of 102° or higher, abnormally low 
temperature, or persistent cough, especially if you are coughing up green, yellow or bloody phlegm. It is especially important that people in 
high risk groups see a doctor. These include those over the age of 65, children under age 2, those with underlying health conditions espe-
cially influenza or weakened immune systems such as those receiving chemotherapy or taking medication that suppresses the immune sys-
tem. Stay home to prevent spreading the disease to others. “Walking Pneumonia” is a mild case of pneumonia not requiring bed rest, but 
can still be transmitted through coughing to other people.  

Sources: Pneumonia: Diseases, Causes and Diagnosis, Nurses Reference Library; Pneumonia, Symptoms and Causes: Mayo Clinic Staff   
                                                                                               - - Jeannine Caudill 

Pneumonia  

 

 

 

 

  On Sunday, August 20th members of the Missions Committee and  friends had 

the privilege to serve  dinner to families at the Ronald McDonald House in Colum-

bus. The families enjoyed good food and fellowship.  The food, consisted of  BBQ 

and baked chicken, bratwurst, scalloped potatoes, macaroni and cheese, banana 

pudding, and homemade cookies, was cooked at the church and then transported 

down to the Ronald McDonald House .  

News from UMC Missions 
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